
Pago Pago, Samoa 
Oct # 31, 1964 llp.m* 



/ 


Just a short note to say hi. With all of the record keening we have been 
doing we haven't had v°rv much time for writing letters. There hasn't been 
very much to sav anyhow. Since we haven't received any mail vet that doesn’t 
belt) either. The mail will be on board at 7 am tomorrow morning and we'll 
pull out o port around Q am so there won't be much time, if anv, for answering 
mail. 

Just about 15 minutes ago Fred and I finished up all of the records for 
the Tii*.at half of the trip, X have been working on Snarf cards for the oast 
10 or l c minutes and have riooed three of them off but now feel mvself weaken¬ 
ing and, although I'd like to, don't think anv more will get done. I .lust 
haven't her) anv inspiration this trio and there .lust hasn't been sufficient 
time for Snarf-carding. Right now I'm sort of bleary - eyed from about 11 
hours of oaoer work today. There iust doesn't seem to be any end to it 
sometimes as you well know. 

We have no idea as to how many birds we'll encounter and band on the second 
half of the trip. We do know that we'll have a rough time when we reach Jarvis 
Island because there will be a full moon throughout our stav. We alwavs seem 
to hit the full moon on the wrong islands. The full moon simply means you have 
to do about two times as much running for onlv about one-third as manv birds. 

As alwavs Pago Pago has been its usual, uninspiring (rather depressing) 
self. This Place doesn't change a great deal from one trip to the next. 

We're haoov to announce that the weather has been eery pleasant during this 
stav - nice and cool with regular afternoon thundershowers that cool things 
off even more, 

in spite of everything we have managed to get out a rather stunning issue 
o f the Fairv Island Times. Last trip we simply couldn't get up enough ambition 
or inspiration to publish the Times. This trip, with a little advance planning 
and writing (?) we were able to whip out an issue. Its a little sick in a few 
spots but then so are we. Hope you en.ioy reading it. 

Hone you and your family are well. We're looking forward to seeing you 
a" 1 ! in December. Don't let our piles of paperwork distress you - we promise 
to bring back some more and then help you with it. 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


October 30, 196^ 


Dear Maryanna : 

Enclosed find re-ports, et. al from the troops. 

Doug has sent a letter about the next trip. A few suggestions from 
here. Don’t mix Roger Clapp and Doug Hackman. If one goes don't send the 
other. All three of the assistants this time would be good candidates for 
the next trip although Alan is the least likely to want to do it again. 

Don't fight too hard to get long on the next trip. If problems arrise 
about shots, etc just drop him. He doesn't talk enough to notice but 
I get the impression that things aren't so hot with home life. In any case 
he becomes very unpleasant to tret along with after a few weeks away from 
home. Our mail missed us her«( except for one sack) and Bob just about 
killed Merrill because Dick recieved a letter and Bob didn't. Bob still 
hasn't gotten over not getting a letter and has gotten himself on everv- 
ones_list. 

I auess Doug wrote you about the change in meal charges, I had a long- 
session with the bosun todav and we went through all the navy regulations 
and finally decieded that we fit in the Si.60 a day catagorie instead of 
the $2.30 group. In any case there has been a 10 cent increase in the 
cost of living and we would appreciate an increase in per diem, to about 

$12 a day. You may thing this is peanuts but 10 cents a day for 60 days 
is enough to buy a finger earving when one returns to Honolulu. 

Since we wouldn't get mail in time to reply - lots of luck, and were 
glad to hear that and yes we did all those things and no Alan didn't 
get carried away by a Mack Truck and we'11 see you in December just in tim e 
to take 2 months leave. 

While you're fighting out future schedules put a real strong note 
on that no*free loaders^will be carried on Smithsonian ATF cruises. There 
is not enough room at present for our seven man party and adding two 
entomologist has Presented problems to which I see no solution but to 
say no you can't come on the islands. Things are going to be hell going 
home. 


regards 





Oct. 29, 1964 

Pago Pago, Samoa 


Dear Maryanna, ( j 

0 ‘I** 

somebody eroofed somewhere. The mail for the shir was surposed^to have been 

here when we arrived on the 28 th-it still isn't here. Today ,J/£he word went 

out that 300 pounds of mail will get here sometime on Sunday. 

^t. This means that we won't have much time in which to answer any 

mail we receive. If there cis only 300 pounds on the way I hope that none of 

it belongs to us or the photographer because between us we'll account for about 
200 pounds. At anyrate, if no answers are forthcoming from us you'll have to 
forgive us because there just wasn't sufficient time. 

oJjvla) 

Hold this paper up to the lie-ht. It is what is passed off in Pago Pago as 
typing paper and is the on 1 y thing we could get anywhere in town. A bundle of 
about 100 or so sheets only cost 65*0 so we can hardly complain. It is, however, 
a new experience to use duplicating paper for my number one bond typing paper. 

I almost expected to get a little (perforated) roll of very thin (two-ply, of 
course) paper when the girl said in her most emphatic tones (which would seem 
to indicate that she thought I wag a clod for implying that they might not have 

such a common thing as typing paper here) : "Why, certainly we have typing paper 

here I What color do you want?" 



So far this trir has gone very nicely. No major complications after we 
pulled out of Pearl Harbor. Everything has been in fair share aside from the 
fact that we all (as is normal) feel a little raggedy by now. So far, we have 
hit a fair number of birds and have banded a few more than we had expected to 
(27,000 roughlv) since this is the off-season. 



allowances will be hiked accordingly. 


The Snarf card business hasn’t been too red hot lately. For some reason, 

I have been singularly uninspired and though I’ve tried several times I haven’t 
been able to come up with much of anything. Having eight people along on this 
trup certain 1 y doesn’t help matters a great deal. Evervtime you get up in the 
lab to sit down and do something or simplv to sit and think sriwspt fourteen xiXEndfe 
other people suddenly decide# that they have to do something there too. 

All inspiration leaves when the mob starts pouring through the door of the lab. 
Since we have three more days before putting back to sea for the second half of 
this there is still time for an xxxpri inspiration or two. You’ll know within 

a day or two of receiving this letter whether the Greater Snarf has succeeded 
or failed dismally. 


Recently p red and I have been doing a lot of thinking about the Jan-Mar 
aTF trip. One of the most important items that will be needed for this trip 
wi11 be two brand-new rubber rafts. We are having troubles with the ones we 
have a~ the present time (things like valves blowing out, etc.) and don’t really 
expect either one to be in good enough shape to trust for another trip (the 
same thing probably will arp p y to the two boats that were taken with the 
Shearwater). Without good, dependable boats there isn’t a greet deal, we can do. 
Aside p rom t^is a boat that isn’t in good condition could conceivably fail at 
the wrong time and cause some injuries.... so we need two new boats. 

When ordering centrifuge tubes for the ATF it would help immeasurably if you 
purchased them in boxes of 12 (packed in a gross) as most have been in the past. 




Our experience with the tubes that were received packed loosely has not been 
very go-d, There w -°s considerable breakage in shipment. Also the ones that 
are received loose must be rebundled in order to get them to shore safely. We 

J /'' v r fc !? nd that the ones Packed by the dozen are by far the most convenient 
to handle on ATF's where time is always at a premium. We have enough to do 

now without having to repackage and count the centrifuge tubes for each island. 

We got slightly short changed on a number of items bv the Marshalls grout) 
even after taking sreat rains to mark all of the inventories clearly as to 

what items were essential to the ATF. In the last frantic hours before de¬ 
parture we had to rely uron the Marshall's people to sort our gear out and 

send along what we needed. Thev didn’t do such a red hot job and*we're not 

too terribly pleased: about it. 

Enclosed is a listing of supplies that should be ordered for the Jan-Mar 

• Please oroer them asap and then have Pay or whoever is available send 

them to Pearl Harbor by Air Freight. The sooner that .iunk gets out here the 

happier I'll be. I don't ever want to have to get involved like the fouled up 

mess that existed before this trip started off. For the past two trips now 

I’ve gone out to Honolulu to organize gear and repack it before the trip started 

and each time we had to doit on the ship while underway which is always a 

wearisome task. I hope this can be avoided by sending the bulk of eauipment out 
quite early* 


As you must knoitf by now the ship demanded a certain type of Navigation 
lignt and got it* Tne lights require a little bit of extra messing around 

as well as daily boat runs but are doing the job better than any that have been 
tried in the oast* We have not even used the small (red) lanterns that were 
purchased in PC and probably won’t have any use for them in the future* Chances 
are we’ll give them and the batteries to the ship at the end of this trip if 
everything -oeF well. At anyrate, we won't need anymore ignition batteries. 

^While in Samoa we had to oorrow 80 yards of cheesecloth from Neal Spencer, 
the^island mat entvmologist, Cheesecloth, like most everything else, just isn’t 
available in Pago Pago so Neal came to our rescue again. Without this cheesecloth 

we probably would have lost about k barrels of fish specimens not to mention 

the stuff we collect on the second half. We promised him that you would promptly 
re-lace this with an equal amount - using normal channels he can’t get any before 
two or three months. Would appreciate it if you would send him about 80-100 yds 
ne r future. Neal is a lot of help to us when we are here. He spent the 
better part of one morning running around with me so I could get the cheesecloth 
and some formaldehyde (which we also have run out of.) 

Fred wants to know if the small and medium sized plastic bags can be 
obtained in a slightly heavier gauge. The ones we have hold enough but just 
twn’t stand up to fish fins and other abrasive elements. If they come in the 

same thickness as the large plastic bags (which we sort of doubt) Fred would 

like you to order some. 

The following list (which more or less parallels the one I gave you) is 
roughly what we will need for a Jan-Mar ATF; 


Item 

Three man tent 
u Cots 

v^A’lashlight batteries 
^Headlamps 


Quantity From 

2 ATLAS 

5 (order special) ATLAS 

^0 doz. A j : PtTLftS 

^ \ r > /\7LA5 







It >m 


No. 50? bulbs 
\ Small pliers 
-Large pliers 




*c«c 


^Adhesive Bandages 
\^Sr*odl t rhtd(u^ 

u-Small vials w/caps 
wLarge vials w/caps 

tCb.eesecloth 


Quantity 


FROM 


ATLAS 


O' 


We’re almost completely out of these < f •' t 

5 A A e*c.i. 


IP gross - 
2 gross 

•-3-0© yards w S< * A - 


i 


■7 


Plastic bags: 

^Whirl-paks 

w-Small 

^Medium 

Jbarge 

wBawdust 

Cotton 


v"' 


Quart Jars 


uTBird Ne€s 


1000 

200 

200 

200 

2 half drums from taxidermy- 

2 4 | . I 

1 box (tT'batts)- ■< B l ■ > ‘ ■ 


3 doz. 


D 4 l 


I 


V l 4 ( 


4 (6 ft handle, 2 )£-3 ft dia) ATLAS 
(some were ordered for this trio but not received in time) 
((No doubt Atlas has been bugging you about these!!!)) 


SV*-) 




* *S 


f \ 


Blood Supplies-emough for 1000 samples 

|^° v-Syringes 1000 
M So* kNeedles Vk in - 1000 

c Cotton-tipped Applicators 1000 

Centrifuge Tubes fj gross- ■' " 

t f - -Rubber Stoppers - 10 lbs* — ft^-r O 
^ Time tape - 8 rolls 
P Medicine Droppers - 2 doz* 

Dispopetters won 1 need any. 


; 


•1 r c? S 5 


Rubber Rafts - 2 new , n 

, 1 I r 

^-Half Drums - figure on about 30 T)^r trip.*.we’re almost out of new ones-*" SPn 
Formaldehyde - 24 ouarts 
Alcohol — J| gallons 


U^wine - 1/8” - 10 rolls 

\^Carbon Tetrachloride - 1 gallon - Sew\ 

Stationery items can be picked up when we get back to DC. 






It would help considerably if whoever shirs material out for the next 
ATF numbers all items consecutively rather than numbering over again with the 
first item of each separate shipments* Number items in this manner somewhere ^ 
ATF 7/1, ATF 7/2, etc* and it will greatly facilitate inventories as well 
as identification of shipments. Several times, before this trip left, the 
people at the warehouse came to me with a listing and asked if such and such 
a shipment had arrived. Since all of the shipments were jumbled together I 
never could tell if all items were there without handling every lousy thing in 
the warehouse# 


If the centrifuge tubes and auto syringe we sent the message about don’t 
arrive tewtmz before we leave we’ll send you a short note telling you so. Hope 
you got the message and spjit^ them. If not we’ll have a hell of a time ts&Hs: 
taking and working blodd on the second half of the trip because we only 

have about 145 centrifuge tubew' left and no real facilities for cleaning and 
sterilizing these so that they can be used over again. Without the auto 
syringe we won’t make any alcoholics during the second half as we had planned 
to do. We’ll just have to wait until Sunday and see if they come# 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 

October 28, 1964 


(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

The trip so far has gone fine, with no serious problems. Our 
biggest problem has been the weather, as it has rained almost every 
day and night. We even had to cut our stay at Taongi due to the 
rain and because our tents leaked. The ship painted the tops of the 
tents with weatherproofing paint for canvas and the rain doesn’t 
come in quite as bad. Taongi, of course, has also been the best 
as far as birds are concerned* I wish we could have stayed longer. 

The further we go south, the vegetation gets higher and the birds 
get both fewer and harder to catch for banding. We are getting 
excellent bird records, population estimates, breeding status, etc 
however. We have gotten two excellent sight record of banded birds- 
one from Johnston Atoll and one shorebird from Alaska (see progress 
report-Taka Atoll). 

I can certainly see why Pat didn’t want to give up this ship 
during this trio. It is certainly great. Everyone is so cooperative. 
The food has also been excellent. Larry even likes the food, and 
he can’t get over how better this ship is compared to an ATF. There 
have been no problems with any of the field party members. Every¬ 
one has cooperated fully. 

Everyone including the crew have collected their share of fish 
balls. We are only picking up ones with nets now. Also we have 
found several large killer clam shells. 4*hey will cost us a ## 
small fortuftfi to ship back to DC. 


Best regards, 



Binion Amerson 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


cc: Dr. Ely 











SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 


ALFRED E. NEUMAN 



What- 
Me Worry?" 


4 PRESIDENT 


V_v 


c tohe r 26 , T964 


Dear I iaryanna 4 

v * 


Our organization has decided to do business with your firm 
since you give such prompt service# In fact we car, f t figure out 
how y:>u give such prompt service, T ordered materials on Monday 
last and today we recieved the goods. They mest be using Jets 
for mail service# 

The relations with the Coast Guard has been improving considerably 
since I have been going over to Johnston to play bridge with the 
CO and several important persons on Johnston# The people we deal 
with on Johnston all come to the weekly card games. Also the 
peons we live with think it is nice that there is a bird man that 
is human, they did not appreciate some of the birdmen assigned 
out here. After some of the stories they have told me I don f t 
blame them a bit# 

"'here are several things we need and we will make the usual 
plea for things that are on the mind and we know we will have to 
wait until we get to the mainland until we can obtain them* at least 
we can try. 

Small sergical scissors, to be used for mouse skinning. 

2. The form that we have enclosed, it can be reproduced by Linda. 

• 26 inch bycicle tube for our racer. 

^4. Assorted rubber bands. 

v<5* Smithsonian stationery envelopes, we do not need the paper* 

/ 6. Cortwrights n Ducks Geese and Swans of North America” (o y) 

We have collected two ducks in the last week and can't identify 
them and we have also seen other ducks which ve did not collect 
and would like to identify them* 

v ?. A few days R&ft, this isolated duty is driving me buggy, since 
I only took two days in Honolulu before coming to Sand. 

^•'8. Moth crystals or balls, to preserve mouse skins with* 

v?. Eight Black Mist nets for shore-birds# 


I hear there is goinp* 
I am looking forward to it* 


to be a party in D* C* just befor Christmas, 



sincerely, 

\ 

Dennis L. Stadel 
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Needed, on Kure as of this date 
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6 ^ 6 


fine forceps 


C) f\\S 3^ 1? volt ^.irgess batteries 


S- 


eY \^ 1 recording thermometer (sent back for repairs) 




v\l parer s:. ssors 

x -to 




rA 500 



pts^ phosphate buff ered (POp) formalin 
nr* thin leather gloves 

JL w 

bird NcBee cards 

3ied, franked labels, so T dor f ! ] ^ve to sti ail envelopes 

on envelopes like this 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


October 21, 1964 


Dear Maryanna, 

I guess that it is about time to start making plans for my 


Christm 


vacation to Wake Island. Two years in a row yeti 


Santa Claus will never find me. 

I plan to catch the Dec. 18th. plane to Wake and return to 
Honolulu Jan 4th, reaching Fla. on the 5th. 

Phil at one time wanted some plant specimens from Wake and 
this will be the ideal time to get them. I would like to 
stop in Honolulu long, enough# to get together several 
plant presses and get some instructions from the botanist, 
whoever he is, on properly preparing plant material and 
what to collect, how much, etc. Therefore it would probably' 4 
be wise for me to^leave here about the 13th or 14th. Besides, 
Honolulu is lovely at Xmas. 

If I am to bring back pl&nt specimens I will need an import 
permit of some kind I imagine. I also need a new# copy of 
our USF&W collecting permit. Mine expired last Dec. and my 
previous request for a new one has gone unheeded. (Hint hint). 
My banding permit is still good. 

You asked why I was interested in receiving the "Droppings"? 
How else am I to discover such tidbits as Max Thompson 
painting turnstones in Alaska that are just as liable to 
turn up on Wake as anywhere else??? No one else would 
ever tell me about such things. 

Fred mentioned something about Banko wanting some slides 
to have black & white prints made from. Will you please 
have him give me some idea about what islands, subjects, 
etc. I am sure that much of my stuff has been duplicated 

A*. 

by Einion, et al. 

Well, I can't think of any other harassing topics at the 
moment. I imagine that you have adjusted to all of the 
■peace and quiet by now. Just in time for Xmas shopping, 


huh! 


Ch, one more thing. Will you please find out the name and 
address of the company where you get those plastic "Whirl- 
pa c" bags??? 


t ,b 




SAlt Lake Phone Call 



21 October I 96 U 


John called concerning the following* 

1) Confirmed that the 39 is scheduled for November only* 

2) Tentative plans are now for the SHEARWATER to go into the yard in January 
and February* In this case the 39 would be available for grid work - apparently 
an alternative grid however* 

3) Plans are presently for the SHEARWATER in December grid work* 

It.) I hope we resolved the problem of Perkins (Bishop Museum) representing 
P.M.U. 6. He is listed aboard the SHEARWATER and has his equipment aboard. 

We are assuming that Capt. u oloway has made arrangements for his flight to 
Kwajelin but I will check* 

£) John is sending Kwajelin a request for access to other islands for our 
people to check the bird life. • 

• r 5 • . 

6) Spit Lake is very disturbed about one part of the November report. They 
are quite vexed about Fred’s complaints on the time necessary to collect 
sera and at the same time the groat amount of time spent in the cat eradication* 
^s we know the sera of predators is much more valuable than much more sera 
from the birds themselves. I will write Fred and see if he can get more this 
time. I hope S e lt Lake doesn’t get to the point where taey send an agency or 
military man to collect sera. Fred is umappy enough about the two extras 
this time/ 




MEMORANDUM 


October 21, 196k 



TO* All "At see" project 
FROM* Field Director 


personnel 


SUBJECT* Addendum Pacific Project Policy for data end specimen collecting. 


The oceanographic studies of the grid survey are being undertaken 
through a subcontract with the University of Hawaii, Department of botany 
under the direction of Maxwell C. Doty. 

Personnel assigned to the oceanographic work are considered as 
Smithsonian Institution employees during THAT PERIOD of time when actually 
collecting, compiling or analyzing data. As such they are subject to the 
same P.O.B.S.P. policy as other members of the project. All employees 
should have a copy of and be familiar with the memorandum of 13 February 
196k "Pacific Project Policy for data and specimen collecting." 

•*C 

All parts of this Policy statement are applicable to field employees 
under the University of Hawaii subcontract. For clarification section 5 
will include all field time (aboard ship) and all laboratory time as 
determined by Dr. Doty or his office. 

All subcontract personnel are to be considered a part of the regular 
S.I. field party and subject to the same privileges and regulations as 
regular Project employees. The oceanographic work, however, is lower 
priority then the visual bird observations and may be modified if a 
sacrifice is needed due to ship schedule or insiste ice of the CO of the 
ship. The At sea party leader is in full charge of all S.I. personnel 
aboard and all complaints or requests to ship’s officers should go through 
him. 

If any future islend landings are made special arrangements will be 
made to enable the oceanographic party to go ashore and assist with any 
survey to be conducted. 

In view of recent developments I wish to re-emphasize that Project 
Personnel are prohibited from making any private collections and from 
using any data* collected for private use without prior approval from 
Smithsonian Institution. 


Charles A. Ely 


We've got some real high-powered studies going on Kure. 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


/V 


& 

/ 




TO 


SEAL MAN 


4 


0*> 


date: 10/21/64 





FROM 


BEACH-WALKER 










subject: SEALS( OF COURSE, WHAT ELSE? ) 




Q. 


/I 


fb 


A 




•4 


While walking on the beach near K-1S, L found the following: 


s><5 

^ , o 

c\ 


* M 

&v 

■S 


A large seal and a small seal lying on the beach near the rater; if you take 
the number of the lagge seal and add it to the number of the small seal the total 


is 451. If you take 4he- twice the number of the large seal and subtract from, it 
the number of the small seal the result is 278. 

/ell there you have it I'm not only a beach-walker but also a figure^it er. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 


October 18, 1964 

Star of the East, ( far east) 

I am having a wonderful vacation here on lovely tropical Sand 
Island, except I can’t find any birds* I have a lovely view of the 
ocean from my bed which is where I am spendiny all my time* I have 
Cam or String- bean working on a full schedule and he is dooing a 
little sleeping every third night if he can find his bed which I 
keep hiding from him. 

I had an enioyab&e time on Kure and hone to go back in the 
near future* They have a great crew and besides they have more com¬ 
fortable beds and I don’t ?et as frustrated with seals on the island 
where I am stationed* 

I ahappy with the station here on 5iand Island, rut we have to look 
for things to do to keep busy with all the birds gone* Cam and I set 
up two studies and Dr Kirkprtric arrived toddy and plans an working 
more on the house mouse* We et to working on i 'teristing studies 
since all the Sofcty Terns are gone* 

Thanks for sending me to Kure to work with Wirtz. He is my 
idol now, seriously I think he is the greatest and he helped me in 
many ways, lntelectually and attitude wise. You know the motto 
of Fleet, Wirtz and I now, ’’The world sucks 1 . 1 Thanks for the letters 
from the outside world to keep us in contact with the events in 
office birdland* 

As a matter of importance ve need: 

1 —large flan ilia Envelooes 

w 4 

Guy-l 7 ire census sheets 
s -^Small Field r tags 
L^-Tape for Dymo, metal and plastic. 

^2 pair of surgical sissors* 

■X 

c vA^Two girls for the coast guard. 

-Three hula dancers.for Poop 

Dr* Kirkpatric seems to be- rather delapidated and worn down 
from his recent Honolulu Parties* He was moving so slow that 
a Great Frigatebird tried to land on his head. 

Cam just became my idol this evening, he dove into If foot of 
water and found my watch by feeling the bottom. 

Since you have been praticing for two months and have two 
more before I get back to D* C., I expect you to be a full feathered 
heavy duty woman and expect you to fullfill your contract. 

We need a new typewritten, this one forgot how to spell and 
the wrong Keys keep getting punched. 

Bird exterminators Inc. 
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Winslow Reef, Pacific Ocean 
October 16, 1964 

Dear Maryanna : 

In hones that this will leave bfibttlf *tomorrow or shortly after 

from Canton I am foregoing a large Smithsonian work party in order to suffer 
in the cool wardroom writting this letter. 

There is really nothing exciting to write. Some of the boys have been doin 
their best to get seduced ( a la McFarlane) but its pretty hard going out 
here. Some of them now talk to the birds so I think all chances of an exciting 
letter from this group are lost. 

We are now anchored on Winslow Reef - between Baker and McKean. One of 

the crewmen broke his leg today dropping the anchor so we go to Canton 

tomorrow to drop him and then continue to McKean. 

No rroblems so far except with Bob, Doug, Dick, Paul, Alan, Bill ( 
(photographer), Duwin (entomologist), Larry Huber and Roger Clapp. I don’t 
mention the problems with the ship because these are understood. Seriou sly 
though we have never had a better group or a better ship. Our real problem 
has been Huber who bought 20 foot poles when asked for thirty foot poles, 
bought a 15 ft. diameter net when asked for a 30 x 50 ft. net, bought antic 
weight shirts for the party leader, swiped the automatic syringe for the 
Marshall trip and packed the ATF and Marshall Island supplies togeather 
without any indication of which was which so that they ended up with all 

our extra centrifudge tubes and all our tick collecting gear and we ended up 

with all their tent stakes and god knows what else. Since Larry thinks 2 
is eiyual to 3 1 suggestyou reduce bis salary accordingly. 

Have v ad three beer parties already ( no drinking allowed on the ship 
so the captain brings the crew over on the island for a afternoon of 
swimming and drinking) and there is enough left for 8 more. 

According to our present schedule we should hit Honolulu sometime on 
the 4th or 5th of December. If the question comes up try to veto any 
attempt to add extra people like the entomologist who is now riding with 
us. He is very easy to get along with and all that but one more person 
ashore who adds to our problems but contributes very little to the group. 

If such groups do come they should kick in toward the gear supplied by the 
Smithsonian ( Bofcis, motors, radios, tents, etc.) The Navy can give them a 
free ride if they want to but I see no reason why we should therefore be 
reauired to take them ashore or why we can’t refuse to do so. 

Working hard as usual and imagine you afd also. Long is writting up 
loads of small print notes for you to type. Hackman is dreaming and making 
up snarf cards and then dreaming some more ( scratch one bachelor in a few 
years). 

Equator crossing today and everyone is now bald and sore __ 

regards from all us uns to you uns. 




October 16, 1964 


Dear Jane: ^ 

Just a short note to explain the numerous schedules which should 
accompany this letter if I have time to finish them after writting this 
note to accompany them. 

We are dropping this off at Canton and hope it will reach yon before 

our letters from Samoa. 

Enclosed find: 

I One handy dandy up to date band list complete with a two week guarantee 
of accuracv(bands refunded without charge if list is wrong). It contains a 
little bit of everything ( Fleet??, Shearwater, Hawaiian King and probaoly 
part of the U.S.S. Linan's personnel supply of bands) but we have made every 
effort to search every nook and cranny and have sterilized all baids so they 

are not likely to reproduce before Pago Pago. 

M Pr»hedHles from -rd B* — in vivid oxac* 


HI a promise of numerous re 
islands from McKean on were v 
that means). 


ous returns to be shipped from Pago Pago ( all the 
were visited over three months ago and you know what 


IV 


One band number 383-12129 Sooty Tern on chick Octooer 13 
We sort of hope that this might be one of Munro's bands from the 


late 30's. 


V Best regards 
to keep you busy in 
BANGE SECTION. 


Best regards from all these little people who are doing their best 


in that large and now very dignified BIVISION OF BIPDS. - 












































AIRMAIL-SPECIAL DELIVERY 



October 1 6 , 1964 


Mr. Max C. Thompson 

c/o S. J. Hutchinson 

Bureau of Conaaercial Fisheries 

6l6 Arcade Building 

1519 Second Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 


Dear Max: 

Hope you get these. I don't anticipate any openings but one never 
knows and Dr. Humphrey would like to see Mr. Delong's application(in 
dublicate). 

We are all excited about your return - you're right, you've been gone 
a long time. At least you will be in civilization while checking the 
'at-sea* records there. 

If it helps in your planning any, you will probably be going on the 
December At-Sea cruise, leaving Honolulu approximately December 1. On the 
way out there, you can stop in South Dakota (l‘m sure no-one would question 
your motivation to that placeI). 


Gung bo. 


(Mrs) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 

PS. I couldn't send a ticket, so sent money instead - are you upset? 

M3. 


Enclosures 

SF-5T [5) 


SALT U KE PHONE CALL 


16 October 1961* 


Belayed following information to Salt Lake. Talked first to Loessberg (sp?) then 
briefly to Cgpt, Berry, 


Diurnal, grid bird observations 
September Oct ober 


Group 

Birds/sq.mile 

est. pop. 

% of Ell 
so. 

3irds/sq 

Mile 

Est, 

Pop. 

% of 

sp. 

Shearwater/ 

Petrel 

1.21 

60,500 

75/ 

1.55 

77,500 

8(26 

Terns 

.29 

ih,5oo 

18/ 

.32 

16,000 

16/ 

Boobies 

N 

N 

11 % 

N 

N 

*-T% 

Frigate 

N 

N 

a% 

I 

N 

<1/ 

Tropicbird 

N 

N 

< 1 $ 

,01 

5oo^ 

1 % 

Storm petrels 

•4b 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total Birds 

1.53 

76,1*00 


1.93 

96,700 



Also requested that my orders for Midway - Kure be changed from 23-30 
October to 6 - 13 Nov, due to the meeting in DC, This was also repeated to 
Capt, Berry. After this conversation, I still believe that only John knows 
what 3.1. is doing. 






AIRMAIL 



October 15, 1964 


LtJG. P. II, Thurman 
CoEmnding Officer 
US Coast Guard LCRAH Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 


96505 


Dear Lt. Thurman: 


Mr. Amerson is presently in the vicinity of the Marshall Islands 
doing official research. Before he departed for the field, be requested 
that we have additional copies of the enclosed map made for you. Ue are 
enclosing these maps for your distribution. 

/'gain, thank you for all your help and cooperation to our Project 
Personnel. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Mrs) Maryanns Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


Enclosures 






UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 


ADDRESS REPLY TO: 

Commanding Officer 
USCG Loran Station 
APO 105 • 

San i i 'rancisco, Calif., 96305 



5728 

il Sep 196ij. 


A. Binion Amerson 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institute 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Amerson: 

Your letter of U September I96U iras received and the photograph and 
map of Sand Island has been reviewed by all hands. As a result it is 
requested that approximately 15 photographs and maps be forwarded, if 
possible, for distribution to the members of this station. The photo 
and accompaning map is considered excellent. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 


Sincerely,yours. 



L'TJG, USCG 
Commanding Officer 
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William A. Boyd 
P. O. Box 367 
Essex, Connecticut 


October 8, 1964 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow, Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
U. S. National Museum 
Washington, D. C. 20560 

Dear Maryanna: 

Thanks for your letter of October 5th 
with various enclosures. 

I return herewith the travel voucher, 
duly executed by me. 

I am glad to hear that Phil is back, and 
trust that he had a successful trip. I look 
forward to seeing you all shortly. 

Yours truly, 

-$/ 

William A* Boyd 


WAB: agl 
Enclosure 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 

October 7, 1964 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Pacific Project, Div. of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Wash* 25, D.C. 

Dear Maryanna: 

Some recent developments and short supplies here prompt a letter to the 
headquarters in D.C. First and most important, the C.O. here has found 
an old C<$st Guard regulation requiring the charging of $2.5Q/day for 
food for all people staying on the base and drawing per diem allowances. 
Therefore, as of 1 October, 1964 all S.T, personnel will be paying this 
new amount - $2.50 per day, while staying on Sand-Johnston. I suspect that 
this will necessitate a raising of our per diem from S.I. to cover the 
rising cost of living in this Pacific Atoll? 

Articles that w^e are short of at present are: alcohol, masking tape, 
and, most important, plastic bags. We have reams of Whirl-packs, but only 
4 more regular plastic sacs - dimensions are: 16* x 5 n when folded in from 
the sides as they come from the factoryq We have recently preserved 
several reef fish in alcohol, and so are very short of this also. I think 
we wrote you as to our needs for more band recovery forms. 

Most of the birds here seem to have departed for the open sea. There 
are almost no Sooties left, and w w e can hear crickets at night - rather 
a pleasant change. The island seems desolate in comparison to the first 
few weeks herej I imagine the activity here xtjkien things are in full 
swing is incredible. 

As you probably know, Kure is keeping a Booby as a pet. Not to be 
outdone, we found a Frigate with a dislocated shoulder 3 days ago, and 
so are taking care of it. With a hooked bill over 5 W long and a w ing 
spread over 6*, we have our hands full. 

I can not agree w ith you that Kirkpatrick would be better off in 
D.C. What could possibly be better than w orking with sea birds in the 
Pacific? Even so, I hope that all of you in D.C. are as happy and eager 
as we are out here. 


Sincerely, 



Cameron B. Kepler 
Research As istant 
Pacific Project 
































OQ 


Zw 

oo 


Zw 


V a 4 r 


A S ^ 's 

U ’ vJ 


v\ ■€ •I' <?{ f 


J 






J 


jf]&£ 

Ppar .H 1 ' 

O 


• f 




t o r_ ■> 


r 


ha 


i r*. s t r 

yt>4 uui 


t > 


r* * 

b 4S 


WU TELTEX WSH 
NAVCOMSTA WSH 
TLX8S GOVT PD 

WASHINGTON DC 06 637A EDT 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE WASHDC 
051947Z 



T 


■ * /% •f r-'O^-T ’ 
:r*% I r 


r X (V i '* J fc(i 1. i/ 4i* 


MU< T 


TLX 


PASS TO MARYANNA SMELLOW PACIFIC PROJECT BIRD DIVISION 
1. SEND ONE AUTOMATIC SYRINGE AND 400 CENTRIFUDGE TUBES 

• I '** / 

SIBLEY 
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\ 




USS LIPAN 









A 


'ff. 


l*Sr« Johnson, Fiscal Division 


October «>, 19* 


Haryana* Stasllou, Division of Birds 


Cteteaaent of expenses for 0 
is Honolulu off ice 


1964-, frara Dr. Cbesrlec Ely 


Ibe attached statesmen?; of expenses for oeptecfcer 3££fe, for 
Dr. Charles A. Ely, Field Director, ffecific Project, Division of Birds, 
is hereby approved. It is requested that reirtwroeaehb be sent directly 
to Dr. Ely's Honolulu Bank Account. 





LGuTII ii.DIxIG 3Q September 196U 


Date 

V o rider 

Descr jpt icn 

Object 

Class 

Check 

Humber 

Amount 

bop 0.3 it on 

T. T • -J, 1- 

• * 

dranals 

Vi la no 0 

Sept. 3 

McWayne Marir 

e Spare motor parts 

4269 

14 

32.33 



527 .56 


Supply, Ltd. 

1 gasoline 







Sept. 5 

Chas. Bruning 

Verifax supplies 

U269 

IS 

22.30 



505.26 


Co. 








Sept*10 

R.C.A. 

Telegram 

U230 

16 

2.54 



602.72 


Communicatic 

ns 







Sept.11 

Sears Roebuci 

Sleeping bag, gun 

U269 

17 

21.38 



581.14 


Co* 

cleaning gear 







Sept.11 

Sears Roebuci 

2 pr. heavy work 

4269 

18 

3.81 



577.33 


Co. 

gloves 

, 1 






Sept.11 

Alexander 3rc 

s. Rental of office 

1239 

19 

13.16 


1 

562.17 


1 

i 

equipment 






Sept.1$ 

Hawaiian Tele 

p. Long distance calls 

4230 

20 

79.42 



472.75 


Co. 






• 


Sept.15 

Star Furnitur 

e Rental of deep 

423? 

21 

10.35 



4, ? 2.4o 


Co. 

freeze 







Sept.l5> 

Honolulu Pape 

r Polyethelene bogs 

4269 

22 

23.99 



446.41 


Co. 

(6°e) 







Sept.17 

Honolulu Pape 

r Polyethelene bags 

4269 

23 

23.99 



h2h*k2 


Co. 

(2nd. order) 







Sept.19 

Bamboo Window 

100 bamboo noles 

426 9 

2k 

85.00 



339.42 




! 

1 4. -»• 




1 



































































SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 












SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 


c* 


Attu, Alaska 
2 October 1964 - 

Dear Maryanna 9 

The day I left Adak (28 Sept,) I learned my clearance for Amchitka had 
not cone through, so, although we landed there that day, I could not stay to do $ 2 ] 
any work there and Amchitka joins Maui and Unimak on my list of islands I f vo only 
felt through the wheels of a plane, I continued to this westermost A of the Ameri¬ 
can hemisphere and once established in the Loran Station that evening I got them 
to give the "George B. Kelas** a call so I could talk to Max, His gear had not 
arrived here air freight by the time he sailed before but is here now and they 
are returning here tomorrow morning to pick it up. He reports that he collected 
a white wagtail here when he came through earlier and saw a gray wagtail, but I 
have seen no wagtails here except a couple brown ones that hang around the station 




and say bow-wow. Max also reports obtaining a few Procellarids, numbers <S: species 
I did not determine except that he said Laysan albatross were numerous and black- 


foots less so. When they come in tomorrow I will try to finiggle a way to go out 


with them for the rest of the cruise, as I would like to compare grid observations! 
up here with those wdre making in the Central Pacific, 

Shorebirds are rather rare here at present, the only ones I f ve seen are a 
couple wary sandpipers (?) that haven 1 t let me close enough for identification, 
let alone collection, yet. Mo whooper swans yet either, nor were there any on 
Amchitka as we flew its length under ideal observing conditions, I recovered 
the enclosed band y?07-38674 from an imm, gl,-wing gull washed up on the beach 
here, but it will undoubtably prove to be one Bob Jones banded on the little 
islands in the bay less than $0 days ago. 

It is now 1715 hrs,, the plane is due and I want to get this out so 1*11 
describe the battlefield some other time. By the way, my year-list stands at 
31o, but I f m sick of beer (never did like the stuff). 


^rs 


/Cv\ 


Vin Hoeman 
Pacific Project 


Div, Birds 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 



Adak 9 Alaska 
24 September 1964 


D 


(O p. y» 


Maryanna 5 

By now you should have our first petrel, a 


fork 


that 


•tail that blew into Cold 

I talked Refuge Mgr* Bob Jones out of. Since Max won the 


Bay last week 

toss for the cruise off Kamtchatca on the "Kelas 1 *, he should be able to collect 
a lot more Procellarids for the project. Fe flew here from Cold Bay day before 
yesterday and Max continued on to Attu immediately to join the Kelas there. 

I f m staying in a BOQ here at the Naval Station (only Navy & CG on this island), 
and after tests & questions to get a new Gov’t. Drivers License (old one expired) 
I got myself a Navy pickup truck with which I visit the various lagoons daily. 

The weather turned terrible the first night. Heavy rains and winds to 70 knots 
In spite of it I spotted 4 turnstones at Clam Lagoon (thanks to a good windshield 
wiper) 9 but no red backs. The stoyy has been the same at Nikolski, Dutch Harbor, 

ked. Next Tuesday, if 
or 


and Cold Bay - small numbers of turnstones seen, none marked. Next Tuesday, 
my special clearance comes through. I’ll fly to Amchitka for a week. A new ABC 


I have clearance for Shemya 


, ■/ 9 


project there makes that island hard to reach 
and Attu and will visit them to look for turnstones anyway 

The 5-year's supply of blank franked and McBee cards all arrived here and 
this morning Eeeve Aleutian Airlines even produced my air freight only 2 days 
late. 

Great numbers of black brant and Canada and Emperor geese are migrating 
hrough Cold Bay (izembek) presently and there are quite a few molting flight- 
Steller's eiders there that Jones hopes to band. 

Birds presently to be seen here on Adak include the following: 


1/ 


less 


Pelagic cormorant (offshore) 


Mallard 
Pintail 
Greater scaup 
Old-squaw 
Harlequin 
Common eider 
Red-breasted merganser 


(few) 
(coupL 

( 25 /) 

( 3 ?) 

( 50 /) 

( 50 - 75 ) 


(7) 


11. Peregrine falcon 

12. Rock ptarmigan 

1 3 . Ruddy turns tone 

14. Rock sandpiper 

Ip. Pectoral sandpiper 

16. Glaucous-winged gull 

17 . Pigeon guillemot 
Common raven 


(2 


pairs 


Bald eagle 
Gyrfalcon 

C -fe 1 

(0 3 -n 


(over 50 ? most imm 
(l or 2) 

/ Oi 3 f 2. f fe//' 

( ^ 2* 


)19. 

20 . 

21 . 


(fresl: 

( 4 seen) 
(sparce) 

(one seen) 
(many in dump) 
(offshore) 
(10-20 seen) 
(few) 


een) 


o* A ' • *4 $ , 

OU-gli } 


c. 


Water piper 

Aleutian gray-crowned rosy finch ]50 / 
Giant song sparrow (few) 

Lapland longspur (couple stragglers) 


Snow bunting 


Oh 


yes, 


the albatross culmen I sent you will probably prove to be tha 


a, nearly (if not quite) extinct species, the short—tailed ( .Piomedea aj..oarms }. 


If so, as far as I can tell from the few references I have available 
it may be a first record for the i&land of Umnak. 

Thank you all for the birthday card which arrived today, you’ll 

month or 


us come home in 


o we can remember what you all look like 


10 me nere, 

have to let 
(Don’t ask 


our excuse when we ask to leave again the next day!) 



by ^ ^ MX-. C-Wk J&.y *• Uh V nHWY 









SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

23 September 1964 


Oh Star of the East (about 6000 miles) 

Enclosed find some worthless information I’ve put 
together on the rat project in case anyone cares for the 
October report, T sent a carbon to Chuck, and likewise 
find enclosed a carbon of the letter I sent to him with 
the carbon of the report. Confused yet? If the tables 
are to be used they would be better as graphs, and I f ve 
indicated my ideas as to the type of graph for each table. 
Nancy can take my data and adapt it to the format I f ve 
suggested for each graph. I’ve also enclosed a page of 
corrections I've noted in the rough draft I made of the 
Kure report before I left in July. I imagine that this 
report has already been rewritten so they may not apply. 

I am wondering about the personnel schedule for the 
rest of the ear and January, as you can gather from the 
letter to Chuck. Perhaps you can square me away on this. 
I’d like best to stay out here till the end of November 
and come back in February, but I need someone here to 
handle the rat-trapping in January if I'm not. Fleet is 
the only other person who knows how to do it, unless he 
or I teach someone else this fall. If I have to come 
back in January to do the trapping then I should come 
off the end of October instead of the end of November. 

Take the ball from there, dear. 

I'm still waiting for my last order of supplies, but 
I know 6000 'miles is a long way. I'm just about out of 
mist nets; I would like to get at least some more as soon 
as possible to we can band some more shorebirds. 

Would you please Xerox up some copies of the attached 
sheet and distribute them to project members to be filled 
out and returned to me. This is a sort of psychological 
test; you are to draw in, in each block, whatever comes 
to your mind, as much or as little as you want, or no¬ 
thing at all if you like. I'll explain the significance 
of each square at whatever sort of Christmas shindig we 
throw,, and you can have your own back to rate yourself. 

The Christmas shindig to be at my pad, yeah, yeah, yeah. 
Naturally people mil have to sign the test sheets so I 
can return them. 



I thought T f d have trouble filling one sheet, but here 
T ! ve slopped over on a second already. We*re rat-trapping 
this week and Dennis and I get up at 4:30 to run the traps 
before it gets too hot. Bat somehow we don't get to bed 
any earlier in spite of getting up earlier and consequently 
I don f t know which end is up anymore. Fortunately tomorrow 
is the last day. We 1 re getting scads of new rats now. all 
young ones produced during the summer breeding season. The 
breeding is over for this year now; pityj 

There are J2 tropicbird chicks left in the study now; 
the rest have flown. If number 58 doesn't leave soon MI'm 
going to stomp the bastard. He screams from the time I 
approach him till long after I've set him down again, and if 
you've never hea^d a tropicbird scream you're really missing 
something (refer to my April 1 progress report). To top it 
off today he threw up digested fish all over me, without ever 
missing a beat in his scream. Our noddy study will be over 
soon as most chicks are flying, and about half the brown 
boob” chicks are flying now. Then only the wedgetails will 
be left, and we're going to do some plant and seal work before 
the albatross return. 

We had a great luau here last Saturday. Two Hawaiians 
came over from Midway and roasted a. whole pig. We had teri- 
aki steak and chicken and other goodies and drank 27 cases of 
beer. A olaneload of oeople came over from Midway for the 
fun; T don't know ouite bow thev got the plane back. The fun 
lasted for most of the night, but somehow I wound up in bed 
at 7O0 and didn*+ move till 11 Sunday morning. Wonder how 
that happened? It's all part of our "be one of the group" 
program. 

I'd better quit before I waste another sheet of govern¬ 
ment pacer, Anv other comments I have are unprintable. 


Best regards. 
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22 September 1964 



Dear Chuckj 


Enclosed find a carbon of the report I've drawn up on the 
rats if any of this material is needed for the October report. 
I'm sending the original on to Karyanna. As is ay lazy fashion, 
only the original is free of typographical errors. I've 
suggested graphical format for the tables, which Nancy can do, 
rather than the tables I've typed up. 

I also have a page of corrections I've noted in the rough 
draft year-end report I made up in July. I imagine all this has 
been checked over and rewritten by now anyway, but you might 
chock to see if the points I've noticed were corrected* 

I'm assuming that Bob Fleet will arrive on Kure about 
October 8, and therefore that Dennis can leave Kure on the 11, 
and Midway the 13. The overlap causes no problem on Kure, 

Please advise me if this isn't the schedule to be followed. 

The station has on record a letter from the District per¬ 
mitting us a maximum of 3 men up through December 31. I wonder 
if something shouldn't be said to DTC now about the need for 3 
men out here again next spring, so that we don't have the mess 
we had last spring all over again. This will be especially 
important if we are going to help with the aero-ecology program 
of Cone's. 

I guess Kepler will replace DuMont the end of October as 
the schedule calls for. Has there been any planning for De¬ 
cember and January t I'm assuming again that Bob Fleet will 
come off for Christmas, which I guess means I'll be expected 
back in January. So perhaps I'd better not stay out here till 
the end of November as I requested. However, If someone capable 
can come in to replace me then I'd prefer to come back in 
February and stay till the end of May. Perhaps Stadel could 
come back in December or January; he's doing very well out here. 
I realize these things are a ways off, but I thought I'd just 
spill ray thoughts at the moment, and begin some sort of planning 
for the winter and early spring program here. My first choice 
would be to stay till the end of November and coma back in 
February and stay till the end of May. How does this sound to 
you? 

I have a specific request for next June. I'd like to go 
to the mammal meetings in Canada, probably Dr. Layne and I will 
drive, and combine this with a trip to Cornell to arrange for 
admission in February 1966. I don't know how much of this the 
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project will finance, or whether the trip would be counted aa 
leave or not, though I know I waa promised a trip to one 
meeting per year and I didn’t get to anything this year. 

We got the duck pond finished, and ran into a big dis¬ 
appointment . the plastic was 50 by 20 instead of 50 by 50 as 
I had bean led to believe. So I’ve got a 40 by 40 foot hole 
4 feet deep if you can find me anything in a hurry to line it 
with. I saw a tufted duck this past week but never got a shot 
at it. And I think I’ve seen a couple of sharp-tails back, 
but never when I’ve had the glasses with me. 

I knew if I left this till tomorrow I*d think of some 
more things. While servicing the cycle today I discovered that 
one of the chain links Is cracked. So could you please atraail 
me some repair links J and I hope the chain doesn’t break before 
they arrive* Thoyoycle now has 840 miles on it* We don’t take 
it on the beach, arid have had no trouble with it. I reduced 
the gas-oil ratio and it doesn’t foul out the spark plugs as 
quickly anymore. 

I need to send back a lot of frozen birds with Dennis. One 
of the 28 by 28 by 18 ice chests. Our freezer is filled with 
birds and we have an adult seal skin, salted and frozen in the 
station freezer. This latter should go back to tajdLdemy as 
soon as possible. 

We only have 3 whole mist nets left; we’ve banded 17 shore 
birds in 24 days, plus one band recovery, an odd Charadrius ??, 
and several birds in the nets with wings so injured we took them 
for specimens* I hope we can get some more nets pretty soon as 
there are flocks going through here almost every day. We rigged 
up that shorebird trap a!a Stewart of FWS but it hasn't caught 
anything and I doubt that it will* 

TWawda hopes you can find him a heavy-duty woman for when 
ha comes through Bono, For that matter we still need a few out 
here. 

Sincerely, 


William 0. Wirtz II 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 


ec t MS, Washington 
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KURE PRE°S INTERNATIONAL 
19 SEPTEMBER 1%4 
°CANDAL DIVISION 
KURE I°LAND, HAWAI I 

SECRETARIAL TASK FORCE 
PACIFIC PROJECT 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE 
WASHINGTON, DlC. 

DEAR LA-DIE 0 (OF THE TASK FORCE) 

WE, THE ROVING REPORTER 0 FOR KPI HAVE RECEIVED WORD HERE AT 
HEADQUARTER 0 THAT ONE OF YOUR DEAR LADIE 0 HA° RECEIVED A FI°H-8ALL. WE 
ARE WONDERING WHAT °HE TRADED FOR IT. IT 1° A WELL KNOWN FACT THAT IF 
A FI°H-BALL I ° OF RUFF I CENT °|ZE, IT CAN BE TRADED FOR BOOZE. DOE° 
MARYANNA HAVE ANOTHER COMADIYY °HE TRADE 0 FOR THEM? IF °o, PLEA°E LET 
U° KNOW WHAT IT 1° AND IF THERE 1° ENOUGH OF A MARKET FOR U° TO °TART 
TRADING OUR F|SH-BALL°. 

tt PETUNiA V WE UNDERSTAND YOU JU°T GOT BACK FROM VACATION. 

WE HOPE YOU HAD A NICE TIME TOURING THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. ACCORDING 
TO OUR INFORMATION,. THAT PLACE 1° <>0 BIG THAT IT TAKE 0 A MONTH JU'T TO 
GO OUT ON A COFFEE BREAK. °0, IT 1° OUR CONSIDERED OPPION THAT "PETUNIA" 
MU°T HAVE SPENT HER WHOLE VACATION IN THE IN°TITUTE °OME PLACE. DID °HE 
A° A MERMAID IN SOME DI°PLAY??? 

LADIES APPARENTLY ONE OF YOU DOESN’T REMEMBER THOSE NICE LITTLE 
REQUE 0 T THAT OUR "OLD” BUDDY "BILL" WIRTZ MADE. IT °EEM° THAT, BILL HA° 
BEEN GETTING °OME MAGAZINE OR OTHER(PLAYBOY??) AND ASK ONE OF YOU NOT 
TO °enD THEM OUT HERE! IF IT 1° PLAYBOY, WE CAN UNDERSTAND BILL’S 
REQUEST. WITH BILL BEING ONE OF THO°E NICE, CLEAN CUT AMERICAN YOUNG 
MEN HE PROBALLY DOESN’T LIKE TO LOOK AT ALL THO°E NA°TY PICTURE 0 
ESPECIALLY THAT GREAT BIG ONE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MAGAZINE.PLEA°E,LADlE°, 
DON’T CORRUPT BILL’S MIND. 

LADIE 0 , WITH THE EXCEPTION OF PRE°ENT COMPANY, WE BELElVE THAT 
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE PERSONAL AR E A BUNCH OF FINKS. IN,THE °EPT. 

14, 1964 |s°UE OF "DROPPING 0 FROM THE EAGLE’S ROO°T" IT WA° BROUGHT TO 
OUR ATTENTION THAT °OMEONE OVER THERE °EEM8 TO BE HAPPY TO HERE WE LO°T 
OUR,"LITTLE DOUCE." WE ARE NOT GOING TO TAKE TH!° LYING DOWN. THAT 0 
RlGHT= r WE’LL TAKE IT SITTING DOWN. WE UNDERSTAND THAT CHLOROFORM HA° 

°OME KIND OF °TRANGE EFFECT ON BiRD°. WE AL°0 UNDERSTAND THAT HANGOVER 0 
°EEM TO,HAVE °OME KIND OF °TRANGE EFFECT ON °OME PEOPLE.(W.O.W.) WE 
FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT THE COMBINATION OF THE°E TWO WILL HELP SHORTEN — 




PAGE (#2) TWO 
KURE PRE°° INTERNATIONAL 
19 SEPTEMBER 1%4 
°CANDAL DIVISION 
KURE PLAND, HAWAII 

DEAR LADIE°(OF THE TA°K FORCE)CONTINUED. 

—YOUR PACIFIC PROJECTAND THAT WE MAY °OON BE ABLE TO BRING "DOUCE" 
BACK, °lNCE THERE WILL BE NO BIRD 0 FOR HER TO KILL* 

FROM DEEP IN THE JUNGLE 0 OF BEAUTIFUL °ECLUDED KURE CAME 
REMEMBRING° THAT THERE 1° A PARTY ON THE I°LAND TONIGHT. THAT' 0 RIGHT, 
IT STARTED ABOUT 1P.M. LOCAL Tl VIE(2400G.M.T.). IT WA° A REAL, GENUINE 
LUAU. A LUAU 1° EXACTLY LIKE ANY ORDINARY COOK OUT ONLY IT° DIFFERENT. 
ANYHOW, ALL OF THE TROOP 0 PROCEDED TO GET °MA°HED. THEN THEY DECIDED 
IT WA° TIME TO GO °WIMMING. AT LRA°T IT WA° TIME "BILL" WIRTZ WENT DI¬ 
MMING. HE DID A BEAUTIFUL "CANNON-BALL" FROM THE DOCK WITH THE AID OF 
TWO OF OUR FINE, CLEAN CUT, YOUNG AMERICAN 0 , KNOWN A°"COA°TIE°." 

FOR OUR LA°T BIT OF SCANDAL, BILL APPBOACHED ONE OF YOUR 
FAVORITE REPORTER 0 (JW°-M) AND A°K HIM TO °AVE A BOX FOR HIM. NOW, WHAT 
ANY NICE YOUNG MAN WOULD WANT WITH A BOX 1° BEYOND U°! WE MEAN IT WA° 

A BIG BOX,TOO.WITH THAT LA°T BIT OF °CANDAL WE'LL REMAIN RE°PECTFULLY 
YOUR°, AND CLO°E THE °CANDAL DIVISION OF KPI UNTIL NEW° HIT° U° AGAIN 
HERE AT HEADQUATER 0 . 


JW°-M 

DW°-° j ) j ^' 

ROVING REPORTER 0 , KPI. 
DLC-° 

ART DEPARTMENT. 



PAGE (# 3 ) xm THREE 
KURE PRE^ INTERNATIONAL 
±9 SEPTEMBER 1%4 
°CANDAL DIVISION 
KURE l°LAND, HAWAII 


DAMN YOU " DOUCE," THAT? MY JOB I r M 
GONNA HAVE YOU BANISHED FROM KURE TO MIDWAY 


FOR THAT]I! 


GUE^ WHAT I FOUND " BILL " A RARE 
CHRI n TMA° INLAND °HEERWATER! DO YOU 
WANT TO BAND IT???? 



Vs 




WIRTZ 
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SEPT , v-.JP 20, .1954 CKPI5-- THIS REPORTER WAS DRIFTING ARC'’ ND THE 
CENTRAL RIRD RROOST THIS AFTERNOON WHEN HE SPIED A VERY STRANGE 
BIRD* IT HAD VERY STRANGE COLORING WITH A -iJ HEAD, - LTi 
, A BR 0 \ 3 'ELY A - , F JCl l 3 EN t/ 

DECIDED TO CALL IT A XXA XI-KI BIRD. THIS NA : E IS VERY APP-CP 3 
BECAUSE OF THE CALL OP THIS BIRD. .THE BIRDS CALL GOES SO ' :1 TT'T'' r 
LIKE THIS- KI Ki-XIRIST. IT'S HOT HERE. 
















ENDIT ENDIT ENDIT 
DWS DE JWS PLEASE TRY TO GET THIS INTO THE CURRENT COPY OF THE 
SCANDAL SHEET. I'M SURE THE PEOPLE AT THE SMITHSONI AN 
INSTITUTE WILL BE INTERESTED -IN THIS ARTICLE. 
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SE°T wP 20 , 1954 (KPI)-- THIS REPORTER WAS DRIFTING AR0"ND THE 
CENTRAL BIRD RROOST THIS AFTERNOON WHEN HE SPIED ft VERY STPft 
BIRD, IT HAD VERY COLOR! 

3 ftOK, ft BROWN -ELLY AND GREY "~ET. ftFTER HIGH DELIBERATIQ WE 

5 TO CALL IT T- t URD, ( 

. .. Th ■ [ . 

LIKE THIS- K I KI-KIRIST IT'S HOT HERE. 


ENDIT ENDIT ENDIT 

DWS DE JWS PLEASE TRY TO GET THIS INTO THE CURRENT COPY 0^ TU¬ 
SCAN DAL SHEET. I' Y SURE THE PEOPLE ftT THE SYITHSOWI ftN 
INSTITUTE WILL n Z INTERESTED IN THIS ARTICLE 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


18 September 19&U 


Dr. Philip S # Humphrey 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D.C # 20p60 

Dear Dr. Humphrey: 

Perhaps I should explain my plans concerning the November reports* 
While in Washington I called one meeting (attended by all of the fellows 
present in D.B.) and discussed both reports as a unit* with special emphasis 
on the contributing data from the various areas* I then discussed each 
area with all of the people directly involved. In these discussions we went 
into considerable detail but I did not dictate any special style or order. 
The two reports are being organized and largely written by Binion and Pat 
respectively. There is to be extensive n cross referencing” both between 
the two reports and between these and earlier reports. 'There is also to 
be a minimum of introductory material and a maximum of facts. 

Binion and I long ago discussed some of the areas which the M.A.C. 
had questioned at Sand and he has or is supplying data for those areas. 

One point that I remember is the actual data supporting the negative 
evidence for the absence of fleas at Sand. Also Pat has thought of several 
new ways of presenting his data and 1 think that he is going to have some 
very interesting revelations inside the grid. Also he is running some 
simple statistical tests and more can be done* either in D # C. or here at the 
University* if you feel that more are needed. 



his own section with a continued exchange of ideas between them. -Also* as 
many of the other fellows as possible will read the results for comments. 

Rough copy is to be ready before Binion and Pat come to Honolulu late this 
month. I have asked each of them to review his manuscript with you and then 
to bring the manuscript and comments out here with them. I'll then go over 
both reports with them. 

It is my plan to read both reports very critically and reorganize and 
edit if necessary. My chief concern will be to check for content and relevance 
I hope to be able to anticipate many of the questions that M.A.C. may ask 
and to see that the answers are included in the reports. John has indicated 
that they will be interested in any developments which were different than we 
ihad predicted. It is my idea to read both reports and then add any of these 
unexpected changes that were omitted from the reports. This should not be 
too involved since most of the predictions were mine. I would then rush both 
reports back to D.f. for your final reading* final typing* etc. 
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Dr. Fnilip S. Humphrey 


18 September 1961; 


Ppge 2 


I feel that it is very important for me to remain here until the 
various ships have departed for the October cruises. After that I will 
be prepared* to return to D.C. for final work on the November reports if 
this is desirable or necessary. If I’m not needed In D.C. Jan and I will 
probably sneak off to one of the islands for a few days, 

I will be very interested in any comments you may have on these plans. 


Sincerely, 


CJjJL 







September 18 , 19 64 

X • 


Mr. William 0 . Wirtz f 

U, S. Coast Guard DORAN Station 
. ,*~ Wavy 3080 F. P. 0. 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Bill: 


/ 



i- _ 

I am currently trying to bring the cataloging of specimens 
up to date and to fill in numerous gaps that should have been 
completed last year. In order to facilitate this matter plus 
future use of the collection it has been decided to maintain a 
complete file of xerox copies of all field catalogs here at the 
museum. This has now been completed with the exception of the \ 
At-Sea and Midvay-Kkre catalogs. When you come back later this fall 
please bring your catalog with you. It should be xeroxed and on 
its way back by registered mail a few days after your arrival. A 
temporary catalog could be maintained for the ten day to two week 
per/iod that would be necessary* 

/ 

concerning the tape recorder, I would appreciate some 
Information concerning the more expensive model that is available 
pa Midway. I would like to know the price, the specifications 
|if possible), the size, and how it compares with the 464. John 
Steppheng knows a lot about tape recorders so you should be able 
to find out from him. At this point I am more inclined toward 
'buying a new one rather than a second-hand machine. 


/ / 


J 


h 
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j. 


Since I will be on the October and November At-Sea trips it 
/vi11 be necessary to complete action on this in Honolulu. Please 
send the information to our post office box at the sirpSrt. I 
{ P ick ^ up send an answer on September 30. If there 

/ J B ® blt . ra0re SK>n *y Involved I will send it then. If nob 

I will leave the money with Dr. Ely or pay you back directly here 
. in Washington in November. 

Sincerely yours. 



Robert A. Sundell 
Research furator 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


/ 



September 18, 1964 


Lt. (JG) David Worth 

U. S. Coast Guard LORAN Station 

Wavy 3080 F, P. 0, 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Dave: 

On my way home from Kure I stopped at the Bishop Museum in Honolulu 
as I told you I would and inquired about references on spiders In Hawaii. 
It was disappointing to learn that there was nothing available so at that 
point I intended to write to a leading authority on this group at the 

American Museum of natural History in Hew York and see what he could 
offer. 

A short time ago a letter arrived from the Bishop Museum containing 
a reprint of a paper on the insects and closely related forms of Kure. 
This paper is enclosed with the spiders indicated in red. Since this 
list is of little help to anyone but a trained expert, Mr. Bryan of the 
Bishop Museum has offered to send you some brief descriptions of the 
species known to occur on Kure. This should enable you to identify at 
least the most distinctive and common types. 

It would be very helpful to the Smithsonian and also to the 
Bishop Museum if you would collect a few representatives of all of the 
kinds of spiders found on Kure. Bill Wirtz would probably be glad to 
provide you with the vial% alcohol, labels and forceps necessary for 
collecting. The information on each label should be: locality, date, 
your name, and habitat, for example, type of plant (Bill could help you 
here also), old boards, etc* Any notes that you might take on the 
feabltr of the spiders on Kure would probably be of interest also since 
practically nothing has been published concerning them. 


I certainly hope that this informat lean will be of some interest and 
that you will be able to follow up an some of it. It should be possible 
to carry on some very interesting work during your stay an Kure. 


I also hope that everything is 
I will hear from you in the future. 


Kure and that 


Sincerely yours. 



Robert A. Sundell 
Research Curator 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 









17 September 19 6U 



Dear Cara and Phil* - Ja r 

Better cheek ray last letter and see if there isn't a note 
requesting information on the availability of bird Slipping boxes, 
and the estimated weight, volume (cubic feet), and no* of boxes for 
a shipment of 1$0-200 Booties and l£0 Gadget ails. 'Phis data has to 
be given to Pan fm before they can guarantee transportation of the 
bird shipment. It is especially import aunt this time because half 
of the shipment goes beck East on another airline. Also keep us posted 
on the availability of Sooties and the possibilities of filling that 
part of the order. I have an informal Ok from Pan Am but they cannot 
be sure of connections without an actual set of figures. 

The present situation concerning the bird shipment is* 

a) Salt Lake has the request for orders and has promised to request same from 
J.I, Immediately} if a confirmation is received by the 18th I can have 

the orders here by the 21st. 

b) if no authorization of orders is received by the 21st, Ray will remain 
in D,C t en( j the shipment will be postponed. 

c) If orders arrive, Ray will be here on the 22ndj get clearance, ate. on 
23rd| leave on 2iith and return with the birds on 25th. 

d) I am quite disgusted - exactly one week has passed with no new developments 
made since I made the preliminary checks with JTF 8. 

a) As soon as I am sure that the shipment will go through I will send you 
formal notice of this so that you can get prepared, 
f) This bird shipment is top priority for the "and station. 

As for other parts of the project nothing seems to have changed 
very much* Tuesday we received confirmation that the UTE would NOT replace 
the TAKAKGNI for the ATF trip, *fednesday I met with the C.O. and officers 


fof-Tand we pretty much ironed out the problems. Not thirty minutes after this 


meeting, P.L.O* received word that the TAWAIONI would be replaced by the 
LIPAN. No one seams to know jus# where the LIPAN is at the moment. So 
Monday we start all over again. 

Bob Standen arrived from the mainland last night very anxious to 
return to the field. He is ail checked out for a cruise on the GILBERT 
around tne Line islands and NE ofthet group until about 30 October. ’% 
have permission to do some collecting on this cruise and ha will be taking 
motion pictures of feeding behavior. 

Next week things start getting complicated again with two ships 
coming in and the final preparations for all of the October cruises, 

I just hope that the bird shipment works out OK - it should be the last 
from Sand for awhile, Hast is the behavior of the Sooties at night? Can 
they be captured by hand or with nets? If not (don't scream) perhaps 
you could use mist nets, just this one time. I know what a mess mist 

nets can be. Also you might consider the possibility of either catching 
some of the birds the night before (if CG doesn't object) or asking for 
help from individual C.G, men (unofficially of course) if some might be 


willing. Please send me tne information concerning the boxes. 


c W v i 




September IS, 1964 


Mr. Cameron Kepler 
Smithsonian Party 
USCG L0BAH Station 
APO 105 

San Fr-anciaeo, Calif. 

Dear Cam 

I have finally run out of alternatives about 
■what to do with you ■when. We each drew a straw, 
tossed a penny on the map, threw a dart at the 
calendar and took the average. It has thus been 
determined, statistically signicant to the 95 °/o 
level, that your schedule is as enclosed. 

Kirkpatrick (your replacement) is feeling 
elated about leaving Washington - make it hard 
for him so I can say "I told you bo.” He just 
doesn»t believe me when I tell him how well off 
he is right here. You know, abets at Ft.. Detriclc, 
shots at SI, (no shots at Beefeaters), cutting 
orange strips, etc,, etc., etc., etc. 

Fare thee well, fair prince. 


(Mrs.) Maryunna Smellow 

Besearch Secretary 

Pacific Project, Div. of Birds 

n * ?> 



* 



September 16 , 19t& 


Mr. Philip N. Lehner 
Smithsonian Party member 
, USGG LORAiT Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Hill: 

1 have made my first mistake - probably my only mistake but 
I don’t remember all the details of my life priest* to three years of 
age. 

That "second thought, of paramount importance" to you was 
neglected - forgotten even. Your letter came, requesting the 
’pay check - X was interrupted before it was done and well, you 
tew.(you are'so understanding). 

Later that evening X remembered sock one had wanted cash this 
payday. I quickly ran around to everyone who had promised a® lunch 
and found two other people who wanted checks here but no one seemed 
to have the desperate tone I remembered. last night, while trying 
to find the desk top, I discovered your letter - hut too late, the 
check had been mailed to your bank. 

So.. .cash your new advance check and I shall send another 
advance to you in Honolulu fear $200. You will be overadvanced but 
I*ra sure you will be happy to repay Ye Grand Olde Institution 
when you return - and I have taken an oath that you shal l return. 


Okay-*-playboy, spend thrift, irresponsible money handler - 
have a spree. 



(Mrs.) Maryanna Sraellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 
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06 SEPTEMBER 1%4 
KURE PRE°° INTERNATIONAL 
°CANDLE DIVISION 
KURE l°LAND, HAWAII 


SECRETARIAL TA°K FORCE 
PACIFIC PROJECT 
SMITHSONIAN IN°TITURE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DEAR LADIES ( 0 F THE TA°K FORCE), 

TH|s jo T0 | NF orm YOU OF THE BANDING OF TWO VERY UNUSUAL 
SPECIE 0 OF "BIRDS" 0 N THE BEAUTIFUL TROPICAL PARADI°E OF KURE. 
THE TWO SPECIMEN 0 , LATER IDENTIFIED A° DENNI° "TADEL AND PAUL 
DU MONT, WERE BANDED ON OR ABOUT 03 SEPTEMBER 1%4 # AFTER 
EACH WAGED A STRONG BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL. 

THE SUBJECT DENN I ° s TAI)E |_ W A° OVERPOWERED BY six (6) U.°. 
COA°T GUARDSMEN AND TAKEN OUT TO THE WET GRA°° AND WA° THERE 
BANDED. WHILE PAUL DALY JR. DID THE ACTUAL BANDING, OUR FINE 
STATION BARBER WA° DOING A PRETTY SLOPPY JOB OF GIVING THE 
SUBJECT A HAIR CUT. (l»LL BET JIM JOHN°ON, THE BARBER, l 0 N’T 
VERY PROUD OF Hr JOB ON DENN IWE KNOW FOR A FACT THAT Hr 
BUSINESS HA n DROPPED OFF °INCE THE °UBJECT BANDING TOOK PLACE.) 
AL°0, DONALD 0 NIPE 0 , ONE OF OUR MORE TALENTED ARTI 0 T° DID A 
BEAUTIFUL MURALE ON DENN1 0,0 CHE°T AND LEG°. ONE OF THE HIGH¬ 
LIGHT 0 OF THE EVENING WA° THE UNVEILING OF ALL OF THI° BEAUTIFUL 
"'ART" FOR PUBLIC VIEWING AND PHOTOGRAPHING. 

THE SUBJECT PAUL DU MONT WA~ TAKEN INTO CU°TODY BY THE 
°AME "IX MEN IN THE KURE I"LAND GREA°Y °POON AND BILLIARD ROOM, 
WHERE HE WA° RELAXING OVER A POOL TABLE AFTER A HARD(?) DAY’° 
WORK. THE "UBJECT WA° THEN TAKEN TO THE KURE TENNI° AND 
VOLLEY BALL COURT 0 , WHERE HE WA° "ACCIDENTLY" LAID IN A WATER 
PUDDLE. THr ~UBJECT RECEIVED THE °AME BEAUTY TREATMENT A° 



KURE "CANDLE "HEET 
PAGE 2 


DENNI", EXCEPT THAT OUR ART I "T GOT A LITTLE CARRIED AWAY WITH 
THE MASCARA ABOUT THE CHE°T, LEG", AND "HORT". WE REALIZE 
THAT THE"E ARE "TRANGE PLACE" FOR MA"CARA RUT YOU HAVE TO 
REALIZE THAT IT DOE"N'T TAKE MUCH TO AMU"E U" OUT HERE, 

"INCE PA UL HA" "HORT HAIR, OUR BARBER HAD TO CUT A "TRIP 
DOWN THE MIDDLE OF PAUL" HEAD. IF YOU KNOW WHAT A "MOHAWK" 
HAIRCUT LOOK" LIKE, JU"T IMAGINE WHAT IT LOOK" LIKE IN 
REVERSE AND YOU HAVE THE CURRENT VOGUE ON KURE. 

WHEN THE "UBJECT" WERE FIR°T ENCOUNTERED, PAUL WA" 
MISTAKENLY IDENTIFIED A" A CHRI"TMA" I"LAND "HEAR-HEADED, 

AND DENN I" WA" MTTAKENLY IDENTIFIED A" A BOWL WEAVED "AND 
PIPER. 


WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY YOUR FRIEND AND OUR", MR. 
WILLIAM 0. (BILL) WIRTZ THAT THERE WA" A LITTLE MIXUP ON 
HI" LA"T ORDER. HE ALLEGEDLY ORDERED HEQVY-DUTY WOMEN AND 
RECIEVED MEDIUM BALLERINA 0 . WE DO NOT KNOW IF THI" WA" AN 
HONE"T Ml"TAKE OR IF "OMEONE WA" TRYING TO BE FUNNY, BUT YOU 
CAN TAKE IT FROM U°~THO"E MEDIUM BALLERINA " ARE ALL WORN- 
OUT NOW. WE BELIEVE THAT THE HEAVY-DUTY WOMEN WOULD BE MUCH 
BETTER FOR A PLACE A" DE"OLATE A" THI". PLEA"E HEED OUR 
ADVICE AND "END NOTHING BUT HEAVY-DUTY WOMEN ON BILL'" FUTURE 
ORDER 0 . 


LINDA , ALL OF U" HERE AT KURE AGREE THAT REPRODUCTION 
I" A VERY HONERABLE PROFE""ION. WE, HERE AT KURE, "ALUTE vqu 
ON A JOB WELL DONE. KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK, LINDA. WE'RE ALL 
BEHIND YOU 100 $. THANK G00DNE 00 FOR REPRODUCTION. 

MARYANNA, I DON'T KNOW IF WE CAN "AY THE "AME FOR YOU. 
THERE I"N'T MUCH DEMAND FOR YOUR TALENT OF FALLING OFF CHAIR 0 
I HOPE YOU DON'T RUN INTO TOO MUCH DIFFICULTY IN FINDING 
CHANCE" TO EXERCTE YOUR TALENT. WE AT KURE ALL FEEL THAT 



KURE '"'CANDLE TEET 

PAGE 3 

ONE TOULD DEVELOPE THEIR TALENT'' TO THE PULLET, BUT, DON’T 
HURT YOURSELF PRACTICING, MARYANNA. WE CERTAINLY DON’T WANT 
TO HEAR THAT YOU WERE GIVEN THREE MONTH ’ 0 "ICK LEAVE BECAUSE 
YOU FELL OFF A CHAIR. KEEP PRACTICING, AND WE WILL CHECK 
INTO THE POSSIBILITY OF A GOOD U"E FOR YOUR TALENT. 

LADIE°, THAT ’ 0 ABOUT ALL THE "CANDLE FROM THT END OF 
THE WORLD. PLEAT LET U° KNOW OF ANY INTERE°TING DEVELOPMENT 0 
BACK THERE IN Cl VILIZATION. BY THE WAY, WHO WON THE ELECTION 
IN 1356? A" YOU CAN PROBABLY GUEA°, IT TAKE" A LI T T L.E WHILE 
FOR U° TO GET NEW" OUT HERE. 


ROVING REPORTER 0 
KURE PRE°° INTERNATIONAL 
°CANDLE DIVITON 
KURE I"LAND, HAWAII 


DW°-° 

JW°-M 


FLAT—FLAT—WORD HA" JU°T BEEN RELEASED BY THE HEAD OF THE 
KURE HEALTH DEPARTMENT THAT °EX I ° BAD FOR ONE—BUT FOR TWO 
IT ’ 0 GREAT’’!’ 


ROVING REPORTER 0 
DW°“° AND JW°-M 
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September 15, 1964 


Messrs- Lehner and Kepler 
USCG LOMN Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 
Dear Cam and Phil: 

Got your letter today along with Fail's passport. Thanks for 
sending the 20,000 number 3 bands. We had run out here and even 
the band manufacturer couldn’t supply us -with enough when we needed 
them. Of course, we have many on order and they should arrive 
before too long. 

Phil, when you come back to Honolulu bring all of the kneepads. 
We will need them In the Marshalls more than at Sand. Also look 
in my tackle—box and bring the small motor. It is a spa % one for 

an insect light trap. Maryanna has already written you about the 
Dictet. • 


Hay is still to arrive on the 24th for the bird shipment. 

You should ask the C.O. for space {Bosun-locker, etc.) to store 
44 boxes on the night of the 24th. These should already be nut to¬ 
gether when Hay arrives. Dr. Ely has already sent you details on ' 
the shipment. Still no word on the need for mice. 




I 

: ■ h 


... - « ’ _. • • 

I'm glad you’ve collected the two unidentified shorebirds. 
Keep on the lookout tor any Golden Plover or Ruddy Turnstones witl 

orange streamers. We banded and tagged some of each last year on 
Sand. Some Stayed around all winter and spring and may return 
this fall. Also look for Ruddy Turnstones might have had 

their ruB?>8 painted by the guys in the Aleutians. As soon as the 
Sootiee and Wedgetails leave, we can start mist netting shorebirds 

on Sand. A cannon net has also been ordered for use on frigates 
(on the islet). 


B 


/ 


/ 


Everyone here sends their best rega: 

Sincerely, 





A. B. Al ar © on > J r- 
Research Curator 

Pacific Project 

Division of Birds 


£ 
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AIRMAIL 


September 15# 195+ 


Mr. Richard Merrill 

Smithsonian Institution# Division of Birds 
FO Box 9187 

Honolulu, Hawaii 968 ?0 


Dear Dick: 

Thanks for the long awaited letter concerning the list of Item 
needed from storage at Pearl City. Your negligence in not carrying out 
this request has caused myself, Maryanaa, Dr. Ely and, other Pacific 
Project oeabers considerable headaches. We selected you for this Job 
since we felt sure you would do a good job. Your actions really let us 
down. 

Considerable planning goes into one of the P-month trips'since every¬ 
thing has to be obtained way in advance and all supplies have to be carried 
which are needed. Ore can’t go to the local store for supplies in the 
middle of a trip. The items on the list stored at Bear! City were part 
of the supplies needed tor the Marshall trip, We knew the supplies were 
supposed to be out there but they could have been mic-sir.., or could have 
teen unusable. If that had teen the case we could have replaced any 
necessary item. 


You arrived in Honolulu fro© Send on July 28 and left August 5 , You 
had Wednesday, Thursday, ate Friday to go to Pearl City. It’s of course 
closed on Saturday ate Sunday. Fred tells me you were getting things 
fro® the ATP crew for the Shearwater trip ate he asked you about getting 
the things I needed at Bearl City. He said your answer was "I’ll do it 
later - I have plenty of time." Well it seem you. didn’t have time or 
didn’t oake time to go. -Other people there in Honolulu could have gotten 
things for the August .Shearwater trip. You ted teen told to get the listed 
items from Pearl City, Hew, Dr. Ely can’t be everywhere at once and ride 
herd on everyone. When be or we here in DC ask some-one out there to do 
something, we expect it to he done. If it can’t be done Dr. Ely should 
be notified st once. Dr. Sly didn’t even know where the list was after 
you left or whether the task ted teen fulfilled. Cam Kepler ate Doug 
Hackman may be at fault also for not following through, but it was your 
prise responsibility to see that it was done in July. We here in 1X3 
thought the items ted been procured until Hackman came back with the list 



Diek Merrill 


September 15, l$6k p.2 


saying it was given to him to bring back to l&iyyanna. We were sH just 
slightly perturbed, 

It is now too late to re-order all the supplies, so v« are sending 
another ssn from DC to Ifonolulu to pull fete supplies from Pearl City- and 
Just hope everything is there. .Bov easy things would have been for'all 
concerned if you had taken the Initiative to 60 what was asked back In 
July. 

I van also surprised to learn that your actions on the August Shear* 
water trip did not task© a favorable impression on other members of the 
group. This was especially a letdown to as, since I had told everyone 
wtat a good hard worker you were. Such bad Impressions can hurt you on 
future trips. 

Dick, I sis really not angry with you, just disappointed, for I know 
you can do excellent work. I write this letter for your own good. 


Best x-egar&c. 


A. Binion Aasrson, Jr, 
Research Curator 
Pacific Project 
Division of Bird® 


ee: Dr. Ely 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 


Hikolski Village, Umnak Is. 
14 September 1964 


Dear Maryanna; 

The Aleutian Phase is finally in the Aleutians, but in this terrible weather 
we are unable to do much. It has been raining and blowing steadily for the past 
3 days, nevertheless, we've collected and put up series of 10 song sparrows and 
10 varying lemmings ( Dicrostonyx groenlandicus stevensoni ), as well as individual! 
of a number of other birds while here. I hope that our shipments of specimens of 
a few days ago arrived in good condition. 

On our voyage down from the Pribilofs we noted slender-billed shearwaters by 
the thousands, and a few fork-tailed petrels, Oceanodroma fareata, as we neared 
the Aleutians. There are some turnstones here, but we have not seen any of our 
painted ones. On St. Paul about 1 Sept. Ford Wilke saw one of our painted ones 
from St. George and on 7 Sept, I saw another of these "reverse migrants", an im¬ 
mature, at Lukanon Rookery on St. Paul. The two islands are 40 miles apart. 

Tomorrow, if the plane can get in, I will go to Dutch Harbor to look for and 
ask about painted turnstones, while lax continues to Anchorage to take care of ou: 
business there. I will also spend 2 or 3 days at Cold Bay where Max wixl join me 
on the 21st to fly the next day to Adak. While one of us takes the long cruise 
on the "Kelas", the other will work the western Aleutians from Adak to Attu. By 
then it will really be winter up here and we might as well retire to Washington 
and the "South Seas". 

The McBee# Cards and franked envelopes we requested have not arrived; if 
they have not yet been sent, please send them marked "Hold for Smithsonian Party, 
A.dalc, Alaska. 


Sincerely 


O J 


/S 


J, Vincent Hoeman 

Pacific Project - Div. Birds 
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September 14, l$£k 


Hr, Charles R. Long 
/o Dr. Robert Lamoureux 
Department of Botany 
University of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Dear Boh: 

Long time no see or hear. Sorry that Larry and Peter 
didn’t get out to Wake to check out the boobies of that area. When 
is your repeat coming through on the last trip so 1 can see what 
you've been doing? 

Life continues to become acre and mere frantic as trip time 
approaches. The AOU meetings were a nice break in the rush but 
only increased the pressure upon return* 

AsheoLe had sob® very interesting contaents on the Sooty 
Terns and Bill Robertson gave me a number of useful suggestions 
for our work. Guess you saw (helped write?) the tribute to the 
Pacific Project in the Anklet. Someone did an excellent job 
althoujgi he overlooked many recent changes which would sake good 
material for the journal. 

In pulling together date for the final write-up, I realized 
that we have a shortage of photos from the first trip. Banko is 
now having 8 by 10 prints made from 55 ma color slides in order 
to fill in this gap. Could I persuade you to send seme of your 
slides from the first trip? Particularly Howland and Baker, but 
we would also be interested In the Leeward shots. The arrangement 
so far has been to sake two prints and send esse to whoever took 
the original Shot. If you want a series of beautiful black and 
white shots suitable for framing, trading car sending as Christmas 
presents just write the Bsateo reproductive works and send your 
slides along. Seriously though, the prints have been cooing out 
very well and so far no slides have been damaged in any way. 

All the work, of_c_ourse, is being sent out so you don* t have to worry 
about the S.I. handling. 

He have finally'"girtten’Isold of aerial photos, etc* for the 
period 19bl~k5 and can trace a number of vegetation changes since 
this period on the areas which were cleared. 

Regards, 


Fred C, Sfblev. Research Curator 







September XI, 1964 


Messrs. Lehner arid Kepler 
Smithsonian Party 
USCG XORAN Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, Calif. 9&305 
Dear Hill and Cam, 


Get ready, got set 


«*>'#««« w# M MW ws* mm 


Bird shipment news: 


Jillson arrives Sand September 24th 

leaves Sand September 25th 

Two hundred Booties and 105 Wedgetails if 
passible. 

Ichy-sticky goo—have fun*. I 

Lonely for you., 


(Mrs.) Maryanns Snellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 




September 9» 1964 



Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D.C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

Enclosed please find my passport; this is the only one I have 
so it must be the one you want. 

I'm looking forward to the Marshalls trip; however. I'm sorry 
I won't have more time to continue research on the Wildlife of Hono¬ 
lulu. Actually, Sand is not all as bad as it has been made out to 
be;I*m enjoying my stay* There is one thing that bothers me - as soon 
as I got here all the birds began to leave; maybe it's a case of "even 
your best friends won't tell you". They tell me that the birds always 
leave this time of year, so I don't feel so bad* 

On second thought, and of paramount importance, there is another 
item that is bothering me. If I don't get some more money soon I won't 
be able to pay my bills and leave the island. After ray extra week's 
stay in Honolulu (without per diem) I have been left kind of short. I 
don't want to cash the check for the Marshalls trip until I reach Hono¬ 
lulu. Would you please have my next paycheck sent out here. This way 
I can pick up a couple things at the PX before I leave also. This is 
an emergency! HELP! 

As for rty mail, I've been trying to hire a secretary to take care 
of it for me, but the fringe benefit section of the contract always 
scares them. Pleqse tell aryone that calls that I'm out of autographed 
pictures right now - thanks! 


Best regardless. 


7241 ? 


Enclosure 


Philip N. Lehner, President 
San Miguel Brewery 





SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

September 8, 1964 


Mr. Binion Amerson 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D.C. 

Dear Binion: 

I received word from Merrill yesterday that you were wondering 
what became of the list of materials that you needed from Pearl City. 

Doug Hackman and I used the list prior to my coming here to Sand* but 
we did not have time to get out the equipment that you requested. How¬ 
ever, the Pearl City supplies have been all inventoried. The last time 
I saw this list was at Dr. Ely’s. The list you sent was kept by Hackman, 
who was planning to get it back to you. Whether or not he separated the 
supplies you will need from the other supplies I do not know. 

Doug and I took syringes* needles* vials, stoppers, and centrifuges 
enough for 600 samples. This equipment was taken both from the general 
Pearl City supplies as well as from ATF material. The list telling what 
we took, and from what source, is also at Dr. Ely's. I hope this is 
the information you are looking for. 

Back at Sand, all is going w ell. The Sooties are disappearing rapidly; 
the day population is now somew hat less than 2,000 birds. Most all the 
Wedge-tailed Shearwaters have young now. In our Wedgetail plot, most of 
the nests have been abandoned. It is likely that our nightly checks have 
disturbed the birds greatly, increasing chick mortality. Most of our time 
lately has been spent taking blood samples -we have used up most of 
the supplies that w ere brought out from Honolulu in early August. 

Tw o unidentified shorebirds have shown up. Both have been collected. 
One looks somewhat like a Wilson's Phalarope, but the lobing on the feet 
is not as marked as it should be. 

The 20,000 #3 bands were sent to Dr. Ely in Honolulu. We sent the 
following: 

823-01001 through 823-21000. 

They w ere shipped on 31 August, 1964. 

Thats about all for now. Say hello; to everyone for both Phil and I. 



Sincerely, 














September 8, 


1964 


Mr. Hiilip N. Lehner 
Smithsonian Party 
USCG LQRAN Station 
AFO 105 

San Francisco, California 96205 
Dear Phil: 


One more detail - undoubtable the last 


would you bring the dictet with you to Honolulu? 
Binion wants to take it on the Marshall’s trip. 
Also the tapes. 


Tell Cam I am working on a departure date 
for him today. He will take it badly, no doubt, 
so break it to him gently. 


I went to Chinccrfceague over the long weekend— 
what did you dot 

Be good. 




(Mrs.) Maryanns Staellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

8 September 1964 


Dear Maryanna: 

This is in reply to Fleet’s letter of August 28 concerning 
Berlese funnel samples and blood samples# 

We do not have a Berlese funnel out here and so can do 
no sampling until we get one. 

Our present blood-collecting gear consists of 50 syringes, 
100 needles, one gross pipettes, and applicator sticks. Before 
we can do any blood sampling we need a centrifuge, centrifuge 
tubes and rubber stoppers for them, tube racks, an aspirator, 
and more needles, syringes, and pipettes, depending upon the 
number of samples required. One of everything for each sample. 

Species available for sampling will probably include alba¬ 
tross, all boobies, frigates, wedge-tailed shearwater, tropic- 
bird, Bonin petrel, Hawaiian and noddy tern, rats, and possibly 
seals if I get some time to work on the tranquilizer dose this 
fall. Bird species available will depend upon when the request 
is made. 

In reply to one of Mrs. Church's questions; yes we have 
bands 793-24001 thru 25000. They came out in the shipment of 
5000 no. 3's we recently received. 

Back in June a recording thermometer was returned to D.C. 
for repairs. We need it out here if it is repaired. If it 
hasn't could you please try to speed up the process a bit. 

We might consider the possibility of using cannon nets 
for shorebirds on Kure. I have no idea of the expense and prob¬ 
lems involved. The majority of our shorebirdssit on the runway 
wherevcan set up nothing that might interfere with an emergency 
plane landing, so we can't set up nets or traps out there, but 
a cannon net operation might be carried off successfully. 

Another bright idea; as we don't know the sequence of 
plumage changes in things like boobies and tropicbirds would it 
be worthwhile to cage birds here that we know hatched this year, 
and keep them to observe the plumage changes. We would need 
chicken wire, fine mesh,for cages, and wood. Also a supply of 
food as we are unable to catch enough in the lagoon. We could 
get frozen squid sent out from Hono; there is room for it in 
the station's freezers. Or ttouM it be possible to work a 
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deal with the National Zoo to send a batch of known-age birds 
there for observation. If it's worth the expense for cages and 
food it wouldn't be much problem to keep the birds here. I 
don't know whether the zoo would be interested or not* 

The duck pond is almost finished and everything here is 
moving along pretty much on schedule. It's been quite hot for 
several weeks now with not much wind or rain, and we're beginning 
to hurt for water. The sooty terns are almost gone. I made a 
great investment; a used tape recorder and 6 tapes, mostly 
classical music,from the skipper, so now we have classical music 
in the lab. The recorder is a good one, and in good condition; 
he's buying a more expensive one. 

The plane should be here in 15 minutes so I'll fire this 
off, with a carbon to Dr. Ely in Hono. Blessings on you from 
the outer world. 


Regards, 


cc; Dr. C. A. Ely 



September 3> 


1964 


AIRMAIL 

XT. Charles A. Ely 
6139 I&hukula Place 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821 


Dear Dr. Ely: 

"Please go over the mileage and receipt initialling procedures 
with Bob Long. You may as well all have fun 


Help—Come back.* J 


Sincerely yours. 


(Mrs. ) Maryanns Srasllow 
Besearch Secretary 
Division of Birds 


September 3 f 19&*- 


Mr. Philip N. Lehner 
Smithsonian Party 
USCG LORAN Station 
APO 105 

San Pranciseo, Calif. 

Dear Phil: 

I have finally plowed my way through all this mil that 
comes for you and can do some work. Boy, the trash at Sand must 
he double what it was before you arrived. At least I hope you 
aren’t planning to bring it all back as excess baggage!I 

I am enclosing a copy of your itinerary. I understand you 
can make your own MATS reservations to return to Hono on the 
28th. Don't cry, you may get back to Sand soon. Does it please 
you that Stadel will now get a chance to see that paradise? He 
should he arriving there on October Cam will have a week 
alone—to toss out all the mall you leave behind!! 


The purpose of this letter is to ask that you send your 
passport as quickly as possible. I have to get a visa or you 
can't get off on the Gilberts. If you couldn't do that we 
might leave you cm Sand!! 

It is lovely and quiet here—everyone is at the AOU and 
you can't imagine how organized this office!! 

Lovely as always. 


(iirs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division Of Birds 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 


AIR MAIL 


September 3» 1964 


Maryanna Smellow 
Div, of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C, 


Dear Gang headers 

r .ioat>e ship two more IBM sweatshirts with the eagle on the back* 

We are also desperately in need of a couple of 26" tubes for our motor- 
cycle(that*s a or real)* The Coast Guard would like us to requisition 
a motorboat for water-skiing and attacking the Navy on Johnston Island* 

We need this as a public relations measure: the morale(and beer) are low. 


Ifcr the grapevine we hear that the secretarial staff of the Div* of 
®iTds is using more alcohol than is used in the pickling room(perhaps 
thats where it's coming from). We've gotten some news from two Ham radio 
contacts with Wirtz on Kure; however, both times we^asked to get off the 
air for making obscene comments. It was either something about playing 
. with the boobies or the word frigate* 

Tell Binion we have moved our cubicle(we've moved to a new cubicle). 

We now occupy the far southeast corner cube. It is working much better. We 
were so close to the recreational area before that women kept coming in and 
pinching us while we were trying to sleep. Now all we get are Happy°and Jeff 
Sometimes one of us even gets Sick* 

are in desperate need of the following supplies. Would you please 
,have them included in the next air-drop. 

~ti ^0 fending Schedules 
’lo fend Recovery Forms 
--Bi-weekly Report Sheets 

" 4 Batteries for Dictet x ape recorder 4 N0. 1 03293 ^ 

l. V • 2 NO. IO 3292 -"' 

Two partners for a mixed doubles tennis match 
A do-it-yourself kit (you ask for what!) 


Making a rg.ft out of empty beer cans, 



Phil Lehner - Cam Kepler 















September 3, 19C& 



Mr. Dennis Stadel 
Smithsonian i^rfcy 
USCG DORAN Station 
USN Air Station 3080 
FFO, San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Dennis: 

Don't let Bill see this or he will he insanely 
Jealous—yon know how he can hell 

Are you delighted to be going to Sand? I knew 
it would please you. Make your reservations to leave 
Kure on the 1st and Midway on the 2nd. Dr. Ely will 
arrange for you to go on to Sind. Enclosed is a copy 
of your itinerary. Tell Bill 1*11 send him a summary 
of changes soon. 

Too had you are leaving though, I have been •_ 
practicing to fit Bill’s request for a Heavy Duty Women— 
hut I don’t think I can make it by the end of September* 

Good luck, world traveler, and congratulations. I 
hear you are doing a good Job. 


¥e miss you, 


/ 


/ 


V 


(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 


/ 


Enclosure 


/ 





SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

2 September 1964 


Dear Passion-flower: 

Greetings from the people from the lost island. We are 
busy doing great scientific things, and banding lots of birds, 
as the enclosed reports should attest. The sooties will be 
leaving soon and then it will be difficult to band lots of 
birds. But the Bonins are returning and the wedgetails are 
still holding forth so we’ll try. 

I hope you will attack the enclosed list of needed items 
with your usual tenacity and have said items winging their 
way back to us before they are needed. The chemicals of course 
have to be in pint bottles and boxed in metal ammo boxes. Use 
lots of Kimpak around them. Please send someone downtown to 
buy me one yellow, one orange, one brown, and one purple Magic 
Marker. I’ve gone gay. If that copy of the Black Book is 
still floating around the office I have a request for it out 
here. We just need the thin leather gloves, not the big heavy 
ones we use for albatross. My skin still isn't that tough. 

I've written to Dr. Ely in Hono, but on the chance he's still 
there the following to him. 

The tropicbirds, wedgetails and boobies are rapidly re¬ 
ducing our mist nets to rubble. We could probably keep about 
30 nets going on the island this fall, pickings will be slim, 
but we've already picked up what is probably a non-Project 
banded plover. If you think increased netting efforts are 
worthwhile I need about 60 twenty foot nets, plover and turn- 
stone mesh, preferably blond. Otherwise I'm afraid our present 
supply of 15 nets isn't going to last very long. 

Some comments on the tentative personnel schedule. I 
wonder just when Bob Fleet will be back to Kure. I hope that 
there will be no gap between Stadel leaving and Fleet arriving. 
We can't afford that out here, and since Dennis doesn't seem to 
be going on a ship I guess he has no deadline to meet about 
getting back to Hono. As for myself, Iti like very much to stay 
on Kure till November 22. Unless there is some paperwork I 
have to do in Washington before then I feel I'm contributing 
much more to the project being out here. If I crack before 
then I'll let you know, but I doubt that will happen. Kepler 
could then replace DuMont at the end of October instead of me 
at the beginning, or he could replace Paul the end of September 
and Paul could fill the question mark spot presently on the 
schedule for the fifth man on the at-sea study. 



I can think of no other items of significance for a 
green god to spout. I'm not much of a green god anymore, mostly 
just brown (no snickering in the background). My growth is 
becoming luxurient, and maybe I'll replace Fleet now that he 
has someone to ride herd on him. Dennis removed his growth, he 
said it itched too much (no, not the whole head), and Paul is 
gradually losing his growth around the middle. The new CO is 
great, we joke and kid and carry on and bounce on each other's 
beds all the time. He has an isometric set and a situp board 
so we're all becoming great he-men in addition to being bronze 
gods. Maybe I'll even let you hold my hand when I come back, 
if you've got the nerve. 

I can see the effects of a long hard day are beginning to 
show in this letter so I'll stuff all this junk in an official, 
paid for by the taxpayer, government type envelope and drop it 
in the red, white and blue box. 


As ever. 

































Items needed on Kure 2 September 19^ 


6 

small forceps, pointed 

i s 

small sissors, both ends pointed. Aloe no. B1073B 

V6 

pts. Bouins fluid 

8 

pts. phosphate buffered formalin 

%^500 

feet clothesline 

4 

pr. thin leather gloves 

/ 

V2 

boxes paper clips 

v4' r 

cans gun oil 

X 

J v <5 ' 

j -3 60 

1 — 

—100 

Magic Markers, one yellow, one orange, one brewn, one purple 

3 ring notebook, one inch, for 8 l/2 by 11 paper 

mistnets, 20 feet long, plover and turnstons mesh 
(if Dr. Ely wants to go ahead with mist netting on large scale) 

FITS return forms 

t/ 100 

FITS recovery forms 

./5o 

manila mailing envelopes, 9 l/2 by 12 inches 

^i/50 

franked, gummed, government mailing labels for above 
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INTERIM REPORT OP S.I. UNOFFICIAL AUXILLIARY #L 

Not only is tkis an inter!® report (as the heading will have told you) 
it is also a first report. Therefore, perhaps I would not be amiss in introducing 
both the auxilliary and myself to you. The auxilliaxy is a locally forned, 
non-subsidized, non-profit making, non-sponsored organization. It was formed 
in reaction to the local non-conservationist "Ban the Bird" movement. (Their 
motto: "Let us not leave a tern unstoned I" At present the movement (ours, not 
theirs) has a rather low membership due to recent rains causing strong odors of 
feathers, etc., to be carried by the prevalent easterly winds. However, with 
the advent of the dry season we hope to increase our membership. With luck we 
may number twenty by the time of my next report. As for myself, I attended a 
small college in Mobile, Alabama, though not for long. I am a firm believer 
in lost causes, and, as anyone who read the "Droppings" a few weeks ago knows, 

I am a very poor poet. Enough said, on with the report. 

The other day, having slept thirteen hours, showered, etc., and eaten a leisurly, 
two hour brunch, 1 decided to wander down the road towards the bird colony and make sure 
it hadn't moved since last week. As I wended my way thitherwards (it was a golden, 
romantic day. The sort which would make me want to write of wooded declivities, 
and I would work it into this report somehow but we have neither trees nor even 
small declivities here.) But am I wended my way thitherwards my eye chanced to 
light ugk>n a beautiful specimen of omithogalum (i think this is the first one 
reported from this area.). I stalked it slowly and cautiously, but unfortunately 
just as I reached striking range it metamorphosed into a clump of grass. Therefore, 

I was unable to band it, but I have added it to my year list. 

QUESTIONS: May I count it twice, once as an omithogalum and once as an 

omithogalum appearing to be a clump of grass? 

May its new state be considered a new sub-species? If so, 
suggest it be named omithogalum grassi. 

But I digress. 1 rather logically deduced that if the omithogalum can 
metamorphose into a clump of grass, other species may metamorphose into other 
things. I have therefore, assembeled on the floor of my room one dozen of each 
of the following: rocks, eggs, barfs, and dead birds. Ten each of each species 
of plant on the island, assorted boards, bricks, bottles, etc. I now spend all 
my time lying on my bed faithfully watching them. As soon as one re-metamorftooses 
I will immediately band him and mark for identification with red spray paint. 

Promising to keep you informed, 1 remain, 

Sincerely, 

Gerald L. Pond ET2-S2 
USCG LORSTA, APO 105 
San Francisco 

P.S. Have given one dozen bird bands which I re-claimed from dead birds to 
the S.I. personnel here. Where is my Junior Bird Watcher Badge? I will not 
give them the one-hundred bands for my Intermediate Badge until I have received 
the Junior. Also, do wounds received while extracting wedge-tail shearwaters 
from their burrows during banding operations count towards Purple Heart 
equivalency? Please advise. 

P.P.S. Subtract eighteen from estimated membership at time of next report. 
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20 August I964 


Robert jiVoneh 2 h PI) 

Aboard II¥ Goor^o 3, Kolor, 

Bureau o f Comoroial Pishorica 
Ad.sk. 

One btjq from Ouiihsonian trill join a00and Kolos 

cruise on September 24. Letter follows. 

Mas C, Thompson 
Smithsonian 





AIRMAIL 


August 28, 19(k 


lamer cm Kepler, Philip H. Lehner 
Smithsonian Barty 
US Coast Guard LORAN Station 
AFO 10' 

San Francisco, California 


Dear Caul and Kill: 

Keep a sharp lookout for any rare or new birds on Sand end Johnston 
Islands. The fall period le the time they show up down there. Be 
especially watchful for stray shorebirds, ducks and passerines. Collect 
that show up for positive identification if possible. If collection 



M impossible write down a full description of the bird as soon as 
^possible.' 

Rive told me about the -wedge-tail he and Dick observed which was 


moving its egg. Try to get a photograph of this phenomenon so it can be 
documented. It my be that the egg is Just sticking to the belly feathers. 

The nouse trapping should be continued. We are trying to determine 
population fluctuation, etc. Ralph Kirkpatrick, a mammalegist, will replace 
Phil at the end of September. He will probably start some more mouse 

studies after be arrives. 

/ 4 f If 

I am enclosing several of the blank activity study sheets which are 
to be used for taking Red-footed Booby and Frigate activity data. I 
should have sent these earlier, but 1 misplaced them. I discussed these 
sheets with you Phil, but I’ll briefly go over it again. 


a) Make surveys one day during each 2 week period. Tills should 


If possible). 

c) Use one sheet per species on the day they are surveyed. 

d) bet actual counts if possible. 


be done at a specific interval (l.e., set dates on calendar), 
b) Take survey each hour from dawn to sunset (earlier or later 


Cameron Kepler, Philip M. Jj@hn.er 


August 28, 196^ 


e) Use numbering system of enclosed map. 


Best regards. 


A. Binion Amereon, Jr, 
Research Curator, 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 


Sac. 



( 




August 28 , igCk 


Mr. William 0. Wirtz 

Smithsonian Party 

USCG LOR/W Station 

UM Mr Station JOSO 

FPO, San Francisco, California 

Dear BillI 

Things have been changed around here again. I go to AOU. Leave from 
K.C. September 3 for Honolulu, collect necessary supplies and ship them to 
Midway, go to Midway with 10,000 number 3 and 2000 number 5 bands find band 
until September 17. Board C.G. ship, go to French Frigate Shoals and Nihoa, 
arrive Honolulu October 3, fly back to Kure. I think provisions have been 
made for Stadel to remain until I replace him, 

X have been talking to Binlon about sampling needs from Kure. You should 
have a Berlese funnel cut there. Enclosed is copy of technique, etc. You can 
begin this and I will carry on. I MU collect rats and mice fraa Eastern Island 
and bring them frozen to you for Stadel to carry back, 

i' 

Dr, Ely says that they will be wanting blood samples fraa Kure sometime in 
near future. You might check our sampling gear to be sure we have everything 
needed. 

Dr. Ely thought report preparation was okay. Your slides will be sent today. 
See you soon. 

Beerily yours. 


Robert R. Fleet 
Research Curator 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 




Sampling Technique for Insects, Etc. 

0 

1. Samples from all bird species nesting on island. 10 spaced samples per 
species. 

2. Run each samples 1 to 2 days. 

3. See circular letter: date, location, species for labels. 

4. Kormal litter samples; several fron each habitat (sere) location. 

5. Ticks under boards, rocks, etc. 

6. Young birds around heads (chiggers off boobies). 

7. Hat skins in Berlese funnels for mites. Save skins in alcohol or frozen . 

8. Begin” new catalogue with ace. numbers for Kure—will be re-numbered in 
Washington. 

Rats 

1. Collect rats and mice of Midway. Freese and take to Bill. 

2. Collect nest litter from Eastern and take to Bill. 


3. West litter from Kure. 





27 August 1964 


Hr, finston ] 
Division of 3 
SMtMonlan 3 

3 :ad;o 

3irds 

institution 


Dear . ?injf 

Thanks for you rooont letters and the dicing© of 
pirates. In llou of your last letters I have decided 
to malm a ourvoy of tho Aleutian chain starting at 

/..ttu and we ir; o : .initially what Tin 

Troiad fcW8 boon doing. will also ©ndaavor to Mrs 

fishing voosol to tales us out and collect . 
and shoarvetors. The cruiso of the Kolos vorki in vssg 
well with /y y.uiorul plan raid ohould afford aoao r ood * 
infcsn.milon that tin© of yap**. 1 have written Evsaish 
iad will also viro Mn toEiarrow clue to tho short tine 
loft to contact his. 

• t ■ > mt ay/tarfbor 4 for It. 

Paul and fros St. /mil on tho 3th for IJdJcoloi. I o;:~ 
vooi to ho in ITikolaki about am vs ok vaxte&ks Ifcmak Is, 

to rr//..i:yj 0000 for Aittt, 3 .a/aa, .dak and any 
other areas aoodin/; security passes. ,;s can als 

arrane© to stay at nllita*y installations vhilo working 

■ loiv; vo rill ho in oach of 
fioae areas will depand on hav such of interest v© find 
I haven't vox ttt 0 dofinit I ashe rale yut and won id 
have to sec Boh Hoove in ib^borago to find out where al 
tho air strips are t -at they o/n land ua> Onoo I roach 
/■nohorago 1 think Mat I can tlx out sail drops and a 
schedule. 

X think that St. Lawrence Island Is out oinco it 
vould ontiiil purchasing ccsnpin,; gear and no assurance 
of success not to wantion the a.uiuo out of Adsk. fail 
one- of us is on t 0 oruisa tho other vill probably work 
on the Hoar I a lands or that vicinity, 

I vill lot you know noro definite pi no at a later 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 


27 August 1964 


Mr. Wiiis t on B anko 
Division of Birds 

fc _ u i an Institution 
Wash:’ ngton, D. C. 20560 



Dear Tin? 


Thanks for you recent letters and the change of 
plans. In lieu of your last letters I have decided 
to make a survey of the Aleutian chain starting at 
Attu and -forking hack. This Is essentially what hi 1 
would have been doing. We will also endeavor to hire 
a fishing vessel to take us out 
and shearwaters. The cruise of 
well with ay general plan and should afford some good 
information that time of year. I have written Er&nch 
and will also wire him tomorrow due to the short time 
left to contact him. 


and collect some petrels 
the We" ez works in very 


We are leaving St. George on September 4 for St. 
Paul and from St. Paul on the for hikolsi. I ex¬ 
pect to be in hikolski about one week working Umnak Is. 
We then plan to go to Anchorage and meet with Lt~ Col. 
Wiley to arrange passes for Attu, Shcmya, Adak and any 
other zxxsiss: areas needing security passes, he can also 
arrange to stay at military installations while working 
in some of those areas. How long we will be in each of 
these areas will depend on how much of interest we find. 
I haven 1 t worked out a definite schedule yet and would 
have to see Bob Peeve in Anchorage to find out where all 
the air strips are t at they can land us. Once I reach 
Anchorage I think that I can fix out mail drops and a 
cliedule. 


u 


I think Mat St. Lawrence Island is out since it 
would entail purchasing camping gear and no assurance 
of success not to mention the cruise out of Adak, While 
one of us is on t 0 cruise the other will probably work 
on the lie or Islands or that vicinity. 


I will let you know more definite pirns at a later 


date« 


he gawds 

Max C Thor son 
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AIRMAIL 


August 2k, 199 V 


Mr. Robert French 
Fishery Biologist (Research) 
Biological Laboratory 
2725 Mont lake Boulevard 
Seattle 2, Washington 


Dear Bobs 

Thanks very much for the infom»tlon in your letter of August 18. 

I am sending a copy of your letter and attachment today to Messrs. Thompson 
and Socman on St. George Island with instructions to get in touch with you 
direct if one of the® can be spared for the second fishing cruise. This 
possibility will have to be weighed by the® against other opportunities 
in the light of time available. 

In any event, any gill-netted birds, if aecosapanieti by the essential 
collection information, such as date, place of collect ion (latitude and 
longitude) and other pertinent details, will serve a useful purpose for 
us. I presume they win be saved by freezing. If so, perhaps one of our 
Alaska party could stop off enroute on their return trip to Washington to 
assess the skinning and/or transportet ion problem. 

If you do not hear directly from Messrs. Thompson or Hoeoan you toll 
know that we do not plan to put a man aboard the Kclez . In that case, 
please communicate with us further regarding the disposition of specimens 
upon the return of your research ship. 

Thanks again for your generous cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


Winston Barsko 

Pacific Project, Division of Birds 


c: Smithsonian Field Party, Pribilof Islands 








or 




I to 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 

BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY 
2725 MONTLAKE BOULEVARD 
SEATTLE 2, WASHINGTON 


August 18, I96L 

Mr. Winston Banko 
Pacific Project, Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington, D. C. 20560 

Dear Mr. Banko; 

1 nope you will pardon the delay in forwarding this summer’s cruise plans 
of the MV George B. Kelez . We have just now confirmed the fishing area. 

M ou notice we will he working out of Adak in the area southwest of 

Attu Island.. In addition to port calls at Adak, we'll undoubtedly put in 
to Attu to pick up mail on occasions. 

I see hy your letter that your ornithologists will be transferring to 
. Lawrence Island about this time. If by chance one man wishes to 
uransier to 'die Kelez for the second cruise, room will be available. There 
would oe the matter of making connections at Adak or Attu. This could be 
arranged if sufficient notice is given. 

If we do not hear from you we'll assume you do not plan to put a man aboard 

tne Meanwhile, we'll collect and save all birds incidentallv 

taken in the gill nets. 


Sincerely yours^ 


2 

R. French 

Fishery Biologist (Research) 


Attachment 





































United Staten Government 

MEMORANDUM August 17* 1964 

m m mmmmm m mmmmmmmmrn mm 

TO; Director* Bureau of Commercial Fisheries 

ATTN; Chief, Branch of Anadrcmous fisheries 1 , 

FROM; Acting laboratory Director, BCF, Biol. Lab., Seattle, ¥ash. 98102 

% 

SUBJECT; Sumer cruise plans of High Seas salmon program 

Attached are the plans and proposed Itinerary of the Burner research 
cruise by the laboratory's George B. Helee . 



Attachment 

Region X 
Region V 

Hawaii Are® - Director 
Biol. Lab. Stanford, Palo Alto, Calif. 
Fish. Re®. M. of Canada - Nanaimo 
ADF&G ■» IQLrhaess 

Koerenberg - Director of Rea. - Juneau 

FRI - Royce 

Auxtzke 

¥&b. Caaspen (XNFFC) 

Cleaver 

Favorite 

Mason 
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Seattle Biological Laboratory 
Bureau of Commercial. Fisheries 

Summer Fishing Cruise - ±$6k 

In continuing the research on the distribution of high seas salmon* 
the Seattle Biological Laboratory is scheduling a cruise with the MV George Bo Keless 

into the western north Pacific Ocean in late mxaanez'o The vessel will depart Seattle 
on August 19 and return about October 23 . 

The general area of fishing operations will be southwest of Attu Island... 

between longitudes 175 “®“ and 165°E» and. between latitudes L 7 * Ho and H. 

(See attached chart®) Fishing will be accomplished primarily with gill nets of 
various mesh sizes; longline gear will be used on occasion® 

The objectives of the summer 8 * fishing cruise are; 

(1) Extend our knowledge of the distribution and relative abundance of 
immature salmon to further westward, areas of the North Pacific* and determine 
westward limits of and migration paths of the westward moving salmon® 

(2) Conduct comparative fishing with gill net and longline gear in 
order to compare the effectiveness of the two kinds of gear in taking the various 
age groups of salmon. 

(3) Continue our study of means of detecting salmon by sonar® We will, 
utilize two kinds of sound systems in attempts to relate sonar echoes and salmon 
catches. 

(h) Initiate studies on the question of gill net drop exits. Primarily on 
this cruise* we will record and compare catches in eTiperinsental nets fished for 
varying periods of time during a night® 























2 


. (5) Continue studies to determine the onset of maturation of 

sockeye saloon and to ascertain whether or not the onset of maturation can be 
detected in X vintsr^at'^sea fish as early as September or October, 

Following our usual practice we will obtain salmon lengths and scale 
sables from all specimens taken as well as data on the salmon catch by mesh 
size and hook else for gill nets and longlines respectively„ Since accurate 
individual fish weights for growth studies are difficult to obtain aboard research 
vessels* whole fish will be returned to the laboratory and weighed. 

Vessel itinerary 

Seattle to Adak August 19 • August 38 

First fishing cruise Adak to Adak August 31 - September 20 

Fish stations In the general area southwest of Attu Island* covering 
the area from longitude 1 ? 3 ° E„ to 1 66 ° E, and south t© latitude h7° lh Following 
this* fish stations immediately north of Attu Island. 

Second fishing cruise Adak to Adak September 2b - October 13 . 

1 

Repeat general sequence of stations fished during the first cruise. 

Adak to Seattle October Ik - October 23 
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August 27, 1964 


AIRMAIL 

Messrs. Max Thompson end ?in Hoeman 
Smithsonian Party 
Nikolski, Alaska 

Dear Max and Vint 

We have been receiving your letters and enjoying them very much- 
end answering the® very poorly. Things are busy, busy here—all the cubes 
are full of people, there Is loud squabbling over t p>ewriters or use of 
assistants, and almost everyone Is asking everyone else "Did Dr. S’-' go 
by here?", but it : s great to have all those scientific types back. Next 

week the power will move to Kansas for the AOIJ and in October we will 

consider ourselves lucky to have a single m-n left In Washington. 

Now the question—what are you two going to do in October? I have 
delayed, looking for an s nswer for some weeks now but you have gotten 
indications of the problem from Banko and the droppings. There is still 
no definite a auranee that personnel and Jobs will come out even—but 
why don't you go ahead and ignore the D, C, and Honolulu problems.. - I think 
that you. Max, will have to determine how valuable additional effort in the 

area is. Both of you would be worked if you return to D.C.—Vin's 

experience of the At Sea cruise brings a gleam to Pat's eye end the thought 
of putting another real bird man like Max on lure puts a wistful smile 
on Ely's face. Other indefinites here are that Wislocki may leave at c ny 
moment, a 2-month cruise to the Line Islands aboard the Gilbert starting 
September 20 may be scheduled, a new man may join the project, the Marshall 
-crew may havf^to V cut down to 6 men and who knows what else. We could 
have 2 men "too few or 2 men too many—isn't that ridiculous? I think it 
unlikely that we will need both of you back but that's as far as I can 
possibly see into this he*y crystal ball. Hopefully we wouldn't need 
either of you, but I may not know until September 18 or so. 

As you are well aware, any information on Shearwaters, Petrels, 
Albatrosses to a lesser extent, and shorebirds would be very valuable. 
Collecting especially would be good, anything on food habits of these 
birds is important and band recoveries are needed. We don't need 
information, though it is interesting, on thr local aleids or gulls. It 
should be taken when available, of course, but hes no real importance. 
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I realize you can't predict what you will be able to accomplish but if 
you feel strongly that both of you are needed where you are please let Be 
know. Depending on the crew, it might he possible to send out a 4 man 
At Sea party in October although 5 is optimal and at times * necessity. 
Anyway, what I'® trying to say is: make plans, let me know how important 
they are, but don't cou't on anything. 

Please let me know which one of you I should contact if a man is needed 
and how to do it, I should have telephone or telegraph contact points at 
least once a week fro® now to September 21—or is that imnossible? Oh well, 
why be difficult when one can be impossible? 

We sent a bos of stationery, envelopes and MeBee cards to you at 
Hlkolski—perhaps you will get them? Also cotton packed separately. 

1 shell take cere of getting a new firing cord for the cannon net— as 
soon as I know west a firing cord for a cannon n*t isl?! Is it wire or 
rope, what length, weight, etc., etc., etc. Is it something I should 
get here or can you buy it easily in Anchorage? 

Jane is writing the Japanese banding office^-she is having a little 
difficulty finding the proper Japanese character for Buddy Turnstone but 
is determined. 

Wh 

s 

Whatever happened on the Pribilof place that wanted to bill the S.I. 
rather than you? I don't know what should be done—I guess that they 
could bill the S.I. attn: Max Thompson or something, fo one can just 
bill the S.I. without a mile of red tape approval—but there are ways to get 
around it, including after the fact approval. I'm sure you have already 
settled this, but may run into it again. 

Well—enough, enough. We rales you, so come back before you frees® 
too solidly. 

Sincerely yours. 



(Mrs.) Maryanns Smellow 
Keseereh Secretary 
Division of Birds 
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August 26, 1964 


Mr# A, Binion Amerson 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D..C* 


Dear Binions 

We received your letter Monday and are making every effort 
to be ready when the final word comes through on the size and 
date of shipment* 

To date, we have 250 Sooty Tern samples and 102 Wedgetail 
samples® We have less than 10 Noddy samples ® the full moon and 
scaredty of birds has made catching both species of Tern difficult* 
We should be able to fill an order for 300 Wedgetails without much 
difficulty «. with Ray here we can catch them in one night* While 
taking blood we banded all the unbanded Wedgetails that we picked up* 
I'm afraid that most of the shipment will have to be banded birds, 
but we will pick and choose when possible* Also, almost all of 
the Wedgetail eggs have hatched out; I hope we don't leave too many 
parentless chicks hy collecting birds now* 

We have been running the mouse census as it was set up here 
when I arrived* I'm not awargl of what your objectives are in running 
this grid; however, may I make a couple of suggestions. If the 
object is a population estimate, I believe we have long since reached 
the point useful data; if you want to obtain home range data, perhaps 
we could move the traps out in a greater radius and make sure we are 
extending beyond their home range. We might need more traps, but I 
think we could get by with 25* We'll keeping running it as a 5x5 grid 
until further word* 

We've set up the guywire census as you suggested, but have not 
been able to get started on running it yet* We plan to run it every 
2 to 3 hrs* We hope to get wind speed and direction data from 
Johnston Island weather bureau to correlate with our findings* 
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On August 16 we picked up(collected) a shorebird on the 
northeast beach which I believe is a Wilson’s Phalarope, We 
will send it back to Honolulu with Ray, 

I’m glad to hear that some of the Gilberts will be included 
in the Marshalls trip; Itm really looking forward to the trip. I’ll 

plan to leave here on, or around, September 24, 

/ 

Until further word, 


Best regards. 



Phil Lehner 
Gam Kepler 
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Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D, C. 20560 

Dear Maryanna: 

On the recent boat we received several letters which 
require answers and also some matters here which you would 
probably like to know about. 

In regard to Mr. Danko 1 s letter of August 12, I will 
be happy to fill the vacant position on the At-Sea Cruise 
beginning in October. Vin says that he will gladly stay 
on in Alaska and make observations. I might say that the 
proposed Pribilofs—to—Aleutians trip on September 5 is 
only of 18 hours duration (that is to Hike1ski but the ship 
goes on to Atka and then returns to St. Paul where it will 
leave again on September 15 for Dutch Harbor and Seattle). 
This therefore leaves the problem of what is Vin to do if 
he remains in Alaska for an additional period after my de¬ 
parture for Washington? It might be of value for him to 
make a auick island homing tour through the Aleutian chain 
stopping at those places sewed by Peeve Airlines and check¬ 
ing for Puddy Turnstones that we have banded on St. George. 


Some of the areas are closed unless you have security passes 
and it would be necessary to check in advance with the military 
liason officer in Anchorage to get the necessary passes. I 
do think that any time spent on this project after October 1 
would probably be wasted. Due to the time lag in our getting 
mail, I suggest that a reply to this be sent by return mail 
or TPX. It could be as also stated in the letter that this 
will be settled in the next letter so you need not answer. 


As of 22 August, we have banded 1,200 turnstones and 
painted the rumps of 258 with hi—viz paint. The 258 represent 
the largest single netting to date and I might say we are 
quite proud of it. The last two days have really been great 
as yesterday we got 321 in two firings. We hope for a mini¬ 
mum of 2,000 by September 4- You will find under separate 
cover, three bands recovered from turnstones banded by the 
Japanese. One is illegible and will have to be etched. 
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It night be of interest for you to inquire from the Japanese 
banding office just how many buddy Turnstones they did band 
and the methods they used to trap them with, lie note at least 
two different serial numbers in the three bands we recovered. 
He are going to paint anymore turnstones that we catch so the 


o 


peoole in the Pacific area should he on the lookout for birds 
with red "rumpsV. ¥e certainly hope that funds will be made 
available to us to return to St, George next July and August 
to try and band more and recover birds that we banded this year. 

My present schedule calls for departing to ITikolski on TJmnak 
Island on September 5 arriving on the 6th. I intori.d to look for 
turnstones and make other observations for a week or so and then 
move on to Dutch Harbor for a few days. I should be back in 
Washington around September 20, This would give me 10 days to 
write reports and get to Honolulu. If I need arrive in Honolulu 
sooner the Aleutian phase could be shortened. 


The two bats of cotton arrived on the PSP and we thank you, 

I will be making an air shipment of birds from St. Paul on Septembe 

5. 

He found the article about Old "Stump Leg" quite interesting 
and well written. 

Under separate cover we have sent the banding schedules to 

date. 

The only thing that will have to be replaced on the cannon 
net Is the firing cord. The foxes have chewed this one up so 
much that it would he unreliable for much more use. 

I guess this is all for now. He will be looking 1 orward to 
hearing from you. Give Jane our condolences. She can work on 
turnstone returns if she gets tired of boobies. 


Sincerely yours 




Max C, Thompson 

Pacific Project, Division of Bird 


s 
































AIRMAIL 


August 21, 1964 


Cameron E, Kepler, Philip H. Lehner 
Smithsonian Party 
US Coast Guard LQRAN Station 
APO 105 

San Francisco, California 96305 


Dear Cam and Phil: 

I am very pleased to hear that the Coast Guard relationship is much 
better. Everyone concerned was happy to know this. 

The contracting agent desires some more live birds (Wedgetailed Shear¬ 
waters ) from Sand early in September. We are sending 50 boxes with dividers 
as soon as possible via MATS. The boxes down there are too l ar ge for Wedge- 
tails and they don’t have pre-cut dividers. Ray JiHson will come down 
there to escort the birds back. We still do not know how many they want, 
but it vtU probably be between 200 and 300. Don’t get banded birds if you 
can help it. We are sending 2 more rolls of green tape for the boxes ?>ud 
Ray will bring some cord. Do you need any more spray paint? 

Ray will probably also bring back the frozen sera samples you have 
been taking (unless they are needed sooner). 

A request has been made for blood samples from mice on Sand. We tried 
this last year and found this impossible since the mice are so small. I 
have suggested that we send them live mice and let them take the samples 
or whatever they want to do. I think they will supply shipping cages. 

You my have to build a holding cage, however, which would hold 100+ mice. 
Then the mice could be live trapped over several days. Ray may be asked 
to bring some mice back, but we trill let you know ahead of time. 

We got a report that Ron Walker . (USF and-V/) captured an orange tagged 
booty Tern on Imnai last week. It was just banded in February. I sure 
tope Dave picks some up on Midway, 

Phil, you will be interested to know that three of the Gilbert Islands 
will also be included on the Marshall Islands trip. You should plan to 
leave Sand about September 24. Make your plane reservations at the M ATO 
office as soon as possible. 

Keep up the good work. 

Best regards. 


Binion Amerson 




AIRMAIL 


August 19, 19(9+ 


«*S*« 


Max Thompson, Vin Hoei 
Smithsonian Party 
St. George Village 
Pribilof Islands, Alaska 


Dear Max and Vin: 

I have discussed the desirability of retaining you both in Alaska through 
the fall season with Dr. Ely and it appears that he will be able to meet his 
Sept ember-October survey personnel needs without drawing on the talents of 
either of you. So unless there is a last minute change of plans the chances 
are good that you both will be able to finish the season in Alaska, and it 
would be good for you to plan accordingly. 

From the overall Project standpoint, there is a need for the collection 
of petrel and shearwater specimens in the Worth Pacific and I am wondering if 
these needs could be set in conjunction with the return of one of you via 
the Aleutians? Would a late season visit to St. Lawrence pay off in this 
respect, in addition to other goals that might be sought up there at that 
time of year? 


As far as I am concerned Max, you have the prerogative of making late 
season plans. It would, however, be desirable to have you both back here at 
the Smithsonian by Kbvember 1 in any event since there may be need for ob¬ 
servers in the Central Pacific by then. 

Keep us posted as to your whereabouts. 


Sincerely yours. 


Winston Banks 

Pacific Project, Division of Birds 


AIRMAIL 


August 19, 1964 


Mr, J, Vincent Hbeman 
Smithsonian Party 
St, George Village 
Pribilof Islands, Alaska 

Lear Vin: 


I see from re-reading your latter of Jhly 27 that I left a question 
unanswered, namely the proper procedure in procuring tomans nigripes for 
your friend Harold Egoscue, I have discussed this with Maryanns and 
Dr, Ely, who arrived yesterday. Tbs best solution seems to be to have 
Mr. Egoscue request these animals officially through the channels of his 
organization. There does not appear to be a way for any of us to authorize 
the distribution of specimens on an unofficial or personal basis. At least 
that was the last word we had from Dr. Humphrey. 

Central Technology phoned today to advise the 2nd lot of 150 cartridges 
will be shipped air express today. I hope you will need them and that they 
do not arrive too late. It sounds like you are in business. I will alert 
the McReys to the increasing possibilities of seeing banded turnstones. 
Presumably our people in the Pacific are already on the lookout. 

Hops you have mastered the Hasselblad by now sum are of 

pictures. For most of us, seeing your photograph results will be as close 
as we got to the Pribilofe. 


Good luck. 


Sincerely yours. 


Winston Banko 

Pacific Project, Division of Birds 
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St, George Village 
Pribilof Islands, Alaska 
27 July 1964 2100 hours 

Mr. Winston E. Banko 
Pacific Project 
Smithsonian - Div. Birds 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Win, 

ihanks for the clirnoing clipping. Once in a while x get to thinking where 
I was a year ago at this time in the mountains, but neither the past nor the fu¬ 
ture are places to spend the present, and there is much to do here. Since we 
were rowed ashore at Zapadni Landing on this island in a native baidar ten days 
ago, we have gotten established here. Eight turnstones are banded (2 others net 
mortality;, over 100 rosy lincnes and small numbers of rock sandpipers, lapland 
10iir ; opuio, winter wren, and least auklet have been banded# Although the numerous 
blue ioxes are a definite hazard to mist—netting here, the visibility of the nets 
and their limited efficiency in wind render them impractical for such a mass- 
Ocuidiii^ program as ours# I think the cannon—net stands a good chance of workings 
we uhank you zor your last action in securing the equipment and look forward to 
its early arrival. Over 1000 turnstones are on the island already and most of 
them feed at East Killing Ground where we have mist-nets set on all but the kill 

dcby and one most stormy days, We have the use of a jeep, but roads only go to 
East and Zapadni Bay. 

Hie lemming population ( Lemnus nigripes found only on this island) is low 
out noward & Ann Baltzo, who are here also, and a deaf-mute sealer have a total 
of 3 that they 1 ve captured alive and are keeping as pets. They tame easily and 
are quite attractive. I think my friend, Harold Egoscue, the ecologist at Bug¬ 
way Proving Ground in Utah, might be interested in starting a laboratory colony 
0x tiiem and I chink 1 could secure enough for breeding stock before we leave. 

When 1 write co Harold sxiould 1 uell him to put a request through our military 
contacts, or through you, or can I just send him lemmings directly? 

Two days ago we added snowy owl and king eider to the list of birds we*ve 
seen in the Pribilofs, a list that numbers just 29 birds so far, the only very 
unusual one being the osprey. He should get more migrants next month. 

Because our principal effort must be made here and the difficulty of arrang¬ 
ing transportation when 

VjQ want it? we*ve decided we can*t crowd in the St, 






^ page two 

Lawrence venture. I very much wanted to return there this fall to follow up our 
good work of last month in that direction, hut Max has convinced me that in order 
to have any chance of success there we’d have to leave at the height of the season 
here. We could easily miss the golden plover completely so it seems better not to 
risk it. An Aleutian alternative sounds preferable for this year, perhaps we can 
worg the breeding ground on St. Lawrence and the Seward Peninsula next spring. The 
FSR 791 is making a trip down to Adak and Atka (i think) in early September to de¬ 
liver natives to those villages for the winter. If one or both of us could accom¬ 
pany that trip I f m sure we’d get some good observations. Then in mid-September they 
will leave the Pribilofs again for Seattle leaving natives off at Nikolski and Dutch 
Harbor. We can let our heavy gear go on down to Seattle with them while we fly to 
Cold Bay, Anchorage, (Fairbanks ?), Juneau, Seattle, (Portland?), and Washington DC. 
Unless you think we should store gear in Alaska for use next year? Such storage could 
be arranged at St. Paul, Cold Bay, or Anchorage, th§ latter being best if we intend 
to work the breeding ground next spring. 

28 July, lbOO hours 

Max & I just returned from rappelling over some cliffs near the village to band 
some otherwise inaccessible rosy finches. The wind is blowing hard enough today that 
our mist nets have not caught anything. A crew of Aleuts is out in a small boat off 
the village landing cutting a path through the kelp to shuttle lighters through when 
the FSP comes next week (we hope). They f ve caught some fine halibut lately that we 
have enjoyed meals of here at the company houde. The Baltsos have invited us and the 
Hurds (Roy Hurd Is island manager) to dinner at their staff-house tonight. Young 
kittiwakes of both species have hatched, but the murres all still have eggs. On the 
radio I heard that 2 Japanese climbers reached the top of Mt. St. Elias, 18,008’, the 
third ascent of the mountain. My friend Scott Hamilton was on that Jap expedition and 
I’m sure he’ll make plenty of publicity for it. 

The weather has been generally too dark to make much use of my photographic gear 
yet, though I hope for some breaks later. It gets quite dark at night here now, but 
our shorebirds scatter on the high tundra for fear of foxes and are far too shy to get 
close to with a light. We’ve been able to do quite a bit of collecting and will do 
still more. Plants and Insects too. I even have some rocks, the geology of this Is¬ 
land being very Interesting and apparently not written up in detail anywhere yet. Some 
of It Is uplifted beds of metamorphosed conglomerates overlaid by lava. There Is very 
little sand here, whereas St. Paul is mostly sand and cinder cones. 

These turnstones seem to till the soil in the killing ground for what it is they 
like to eat, they certainly don’t concentrate on maggots. 

Enough for now. Sincerely, 


J. Yin Hoeman 
Pesearch Assist. 
Pacific Project 
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Mr, ¥i nst on Banko 
Division of Birds 
Sraithsonian Institu±ion 
Was ington, D. C. 

Dear Win: 
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20560 


$<?cr * e 


/ v^v> /> 

/(f 


Just a note to let you know the cannon net arrived 
safely on Auyust 10 , We fired it the next day and netted 
61 birds in two shots. The next day we got 92 in one shot 
and would have gotten about 200 but the net had a broken 
electrical con* / he cannons would ' Em 1 

you can see by the report we have banded 403 Ruddies up to 
the 15th, Yesterday we tried firing it in a driving rain 
and wind storm and netted but two Ruddies and two plovers 
(one of which was snatched by a fox as it was released). 
Today the low pressure area is centered over the Pribilofs 
with winds to 40 knots and rain so we have not tried to do 
it again under such conditions, Without the cannon net I 


l JJ 


am 


afraid the expedition would have been much less a success. 


When 


we ordered that last batch of firing devices we thought 
we would be able to get at least two shots a day off but now 
we find the birds becoming more wary and after one shot they 
are difficult to get in firing range, 

I hope the bi-weekly bird summary reports are okay, I 
am finding them very difficult to do under the conditions we 
have here. It is almost impose: /.I ate birds on 26 

miles of cliffs. 

Me will be departing St, George Island on about September 
4 which is the time the ship goes to St, Paul and then to 
Nikolski, Even if we don*t go to Nikolski we will have to 
leave as the ship is returning to Seattle. I just hope the 
birds are mostly gone at that time. 
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I have enclosed in the other letter to Maryanna, 


band 


recovery report, Tie took a Ruddy with an old Japanese band on 
it. lie took off the band and put on one of ours. lie will be 
anxious to get the data on it. 


The ship will be here tonite we hope so will close the 


_ jy. ry 

Oxl. 


Sincerely ours 
Max C- Thom son 




Aug. 17, 1964- 


Dear Bill: 


In working up the data from Kure I have drawn several tentative conclusions 
as what we need to do. I'm sure that you have heard some of this before and 
you must have other ideas that I have overlooked. In any case I will sent this 
to you. 

1. Dawn to dusk activity study. 

2. Improved accuracy on population estimates. 

3. Breakdown of population into breeding adult, nestling, local, 
immature and subadult. 

4. Best counts of breeding species where practical. 

5. Inclusion in progress reports of behavior notes which help to 
delineate breeding times and activities. 

6 . General increase in taking of behavior notes, changes in soft part 
colors during and after breeding, food habits, display, ete. 

This will be of great value in writing up species accounts for 
reports. 

7 . More emphasis on collection of specimens from populations of normally 
oeeuring birds. Although our birds may not be new subspecies they 
will be valuable for comparison purposes.. We are the only island 

in the Leewards with extensive collecting possibilities. 


Guess that is about it. However, you might send in the Bed-tailed 
Tropicbird recapture forms so Mrs. Church ean send, them in. I will send 
all our original forms back to you for re-use next year. 


Sincere as Alwaysj 


Robert R. Fleet 





If Vin would note that Phoenix Island has supported a large 
population of rabbits for over sixty years without noticeable effect 
on the vegetation or the l6 nesting species while Baker has supported 
a small population of cats for less than 20 years with the elimination 
of all but one nesting specie^ he might change his tune on reintroduction 
of cats. If he also noted that large numbers of sea birds were still 
present on Laysan despite elimination of vegetation, perhaps he would 
reconsider his position. He might also note that large populations 
of mice on Sand Island have little effect on the vegetation. 
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Komrads 


It looks to me like the ATP men ought to reintroduce cats or poison mice 
before the ratter eat up all the vegetation and allow the soil to blow away. 
Laysan's experience should be enough to convince us that bird-predators are 
not as dangerous as herbivorous mammals without predator checks. 

We needn*t worry here — the dozen foxes I've shot so far don't dent 
their population, and lemmings are so low that I've only managed to capture 
one. About ten years ago USF&F tried to exterminate foxes on St. Paul, but 
failed to even knock the population down much on that large island. It might 
have been better had they concentrated on Otter Island, which has foxes but 
no herbivores and. is only 200 acres or so. Without preditors or man, birds 
might nest shoulder to shoulder in the open there as they do on little Walrus 
Island. 

Speaking of mammals, I have long wanted to write of the plight of the 
walrus. These great docile beasts, the oddest member of their order, are 
extinct on the Pribilofs now, but Mr. Banko and I saw them in June near St. 
Lawrence Island where they are still fairly common. One wonders how long 
they'll be found there with their low reproductive potential, high value, and 
poor conservation practises by those who hunt them. Besides the ivory tusks, 
the male walrus is valued for his long, gently-curving baculum, or oss-penis. 


Till® 




bone is sometimes as much as three feet long, and when polished and 


mounted with a carved ivory head and tail, it is called an "oosik". Tourists 
will buy every one the eskimos can get. Hefting such a sheleighle, one thinks 
that if Sampson held off the Philistines with the jawbone of an ass, he could 
have conq.U«red the world with this! Perhaps it is lack of a baculum, rather 

» T -Ti-t • n * . . _ 


tnan 


backbone as the saying goes? that makes man a coward_ 

Shifting to birds? we have collected two ruff (one was a reeve)? Philo- 
nachus pxxgnax , a Eurasian shorebird only § five specimens of which have been 
previously collected in Alaska (the last in 1933)# Our biggest thrill so far 
came from a ruddy turnstone among one of the first batches we cannon—netted. 
On its left leg was a thin? old band with characters, the word JAPAIT and the 


number 


on 


y 3143# he replaced it with one of our own and anxiously await data 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 

Aug * 15, 1964 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Maryanna, 

The reason that I have taken so long in returning this expose of 
Sand is that it takes a great deal of time to memorize every third 
line* There is so much to see and do out here that correspondence 
often suffers. However, it is also true that we are missing you and 
missing you . « ® as well• 

Sand Island is fantastic, although most of the birds are now leaving. 

I had heard disquieting rumors about the unpalatable nature of an 
assignment to Sand, but with all the birds about, it is really a paradise. 
Who could be discouraged in ran an area where there is a colony of 
Brown Boobies just over the hill? 

When Amerman, Woodward, and I were in Honolulu, we spent much time 
in chasing the birds on offshore islands * really. W© always had the 
feeling that we were being watched, however, as the blasted tour busses 
that crowd the roads always were present as our raft disembarked, It 
has become a standard jo&fe that whenever some funny or embarrasing 
incident occurs, the tour bus is there. Perhaps an illustration of our 
bird banding forays may help you to understand why we always felt that 
we were being watched. On July 23 the three of us, along with your 
friend and mine Phil Lehner, decided to visit Kaohikaipu (Black) Island - 
a spot never visited yet by the SI because of its formidable appearance. 
Imagine the seen© - four raoily men putting an undersized (esp© with 
Woodward in it) raft out to sea from a very rocky point, hoping vainly 
for calm. The cursing from us as wave after wave pushes us back toward 
the rocks, and the final cheers as our now water-laden raft clears the 
last kso4 % breaker and heads for waveless waters ahead. We are sure the 
tour buses line up to watch as the raft refuses to move at any speed, 
while the intrepid crew paddles in an extravagant waste of energy. The 
tourists must be laughing as the raft hits the current, and our paddling 
only induces the stubborn raft to move around and around in circles. It 
is most disconcerting to once again face the area we just left. Finally 
we head correctly again, and*.the tourist must certainly notice our drum, 
containing our gear (dry? )** A cobs about in the water-laden raft, hitting 
our knobby knees with each swell. As we finally reach our island, we fall 
out of the raft and swim ashore - we do remember to anchor the raft - and 
those tourists possessing binoculars must be no little amused as we are 
rolled up over the rocks, looking quit© startled to find once again 
land under our feet. And we must go back, this thought occupies ©ur 
minds as we band the Wedgetails and Bulwer f s Petrels on this blackest 
of all islands. 
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That is one episode out of many. Ishould like to write more, but the 
birds are now waiting for bands or counts, so we must get on with our 
birds, 

I might mention that whatever SI-Coast Guard personnel problems may- 
have existed here on Sand seem completely gone now. The men ara quite 
friendly and helpful - it is hard to imagine any antagonism from such 
a group. 

Both Phil and I thank you all for sending on our mail, and wish only 
the best for an amazing and very likable group of office girls. 



Cameron B. Kepler 



lit August 1961* 



Dear Fhil and Canj 

Just a short note to pass on the latest information# I leave for 
D,C. an Koncky but Jan will be taking care of all of the paperwork here 
and will be in telephone contact with me in D,C. in case southing coma 
up that I can help with it. I am meeting with Hr# Bushman on the 19th 
so will have definite word on a bird shipment by the end of next week# 

At any rate there will NOT be an actual shipment (live birds) in til after 
I return to Honolulu September 1*. 

As for the blood work do as much as you can regularly without sacri¬ 
ficing the other data# Especially keep after the Booties and try to get 
at least another hundred but again don’t drop all of the other work fco do 
the blood# After talking to have about ticks we’ve decided to forget about 
ticks on Sand and try to get them from some other colony along the Leewards, 

If none can be collected there you’ll get another letter some day. 

Kill, don’t worry about mounting the plant .material in th® field* AH 
of our plant data will be going to ^ob Long at the U. of Hawaii and they will 
take cars of the mount ng, etc# You can ship them back in newspapers with 
of course full data# 

Either Dave or Larry will be sanding you an ice chest soon# Some of 
the good ones will be coning in from D#C. and we will wait and send down one 
of them rather than the cheap local types. Dave ms also going to send the 
oatraoal, Dave received his orders the day before the plane left and should 
now be on Midway in happy anticipation of banding and recapturing Booties# 

I sure wish he could get one he had banded at Band# 

I received a letter from the agency yesterday with the following request» 
’1) Please obtain ten (10) samples of blood from Booty Toma with one vial of 
whole blood frozen and one vial of scrum from each bird# Th© frozen whole 
blood is to be used for a special test# 

2) Obtain samples of blood from freshly dead birds or any dead birds that blood 
can be obtained from#” 

I interpret this to mean blood from sick or injured birds* Try to get 
the samples over a period of time as you see sick birds if there are any# I 
realise that this is going to be very difficult at this time with the birds 
practically gone but at least scout around and sea if any sick birds are 
available# It would be a good idea to get ten sample* from injured birds 
(broken wings, etc#) Just to be safe and then try for another ten from sick 
birds, DO MOT tell Coast Guard that you are looking for sick birds# kith 
two vials of blood needed any birds sampled will undoubtedly be sacrificed. 

This doesn’t sound toe clear but I hope that you can follow it. 

In other areas not much is new, Beyle loft today to board the GILBERT 
or a * fishing cruise" which should bo quite interesting. There is some 
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banded. individuals but have seen none yet 
Good luck. 


q 

o 


ineorely yours. 


Vinafton Beats© 

Pacific Project, Division of Birds 


PS, 

Your- letter of 4 August Just arrived and I guess vq have taken care 
of taost guest ions. Sure hope the net trap arrived on the fth. It missed 
the Beeves Anchorege«*St* Saul flight by 20 minutes July 31, We will try 
and have some definite instructions regarding September’s plans in the 
ne>d; letter. AH official eoaaimications should be addressed to l&ryanna 
since she is in charge of the daily operations and the one most apt to 
have the answers to your questions. 


Enclosure 







Hr. Mx C. 


. George 


Party 







has been discussed with Dr. £usi. 
Collection lac&a an adequate aerie 
age specimens are non-existent } it 
collection. Off-hand it would sock 
year and whatever adults are 
if only P.d. fulva is involved, The 
we will forward them to Dr. Join®ton. 



to aake the 

y 


mss he 



to us 


Of course, for the 









in the 





last character1stic ie enclosed. 







Gainesville, 






University of Florida 

Gainesville, 32603 


COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 


August Jy 19 6 b 


Department of Biology 


Dr. Winston E. Banko 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Banko: 

As you perhaps know, in April of this year I accompanied Bob McFarlane 
to Wake Island where, as part of a special interest of mine, we collected 
a number of Golden Plovers. These birds were brought back here frozen, 
and I am currently in the process of extracting their body lipids. Shortly 
Bob and I hope to complete a paper on this species 1 migration to and from 
Wake Island with special emphasis on lipids. 

In my examination of these carcasses prior to lipid extraction, I 
have detected a significant amount of plumage variation, part of which 
might simply be a matter of age. But, I have for comparative purposes 
no birds of known age, and the only way I know of obtaining such material 
readily (other than a banded bird) is to get from the breeding grounds 
young birds which are completely fledged. At least such a sample would 
provide us with birds having a known first-year plumage. Furthermore fall- 
molting adults are valuable to show plumage changes. 

Recently I have been in contact with Max Thompson, and he informs me 
that Golden Plovers are available there and that he could get birds with 
your permission. What I would like to have is a series of study skins of 
known first-year birds and, if possible, molting adults. They do not have 
to be completely made up but could be flat skins with wing and tail spread. 

Naturally all this material would be your property. I simply need to 
study the plumage variation before Bob and I can terminate our study, 
correlating where possible age (and sex) with lipid deposits. Anything 
that Max and his group could obtain would be returned as soon as possible. 

I would appreciate your immediate consideration this request, for 
evidently the birds are now available to Max. The sooner he can be contacted 
the better will be his chances of obtaining the necessary sample. 


Very truly yours 



David W. Johnston 
Assistant Professor 
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Dear Dinion, 

I'm vsry happy to report that the ticks in question were npt t 
Sand Island beauties. Te have worked out a system which seems to be 
working fairly well. .henever ticks arrive I immediately contact P.1.0, 

and find out whether anyone is going back to DTC at about that time, 
jn fact for the land Island shipment we had arrange rents made the previous 
Friday, they arrived on Tuesday night and they left (hand carried) at, 

0300 Thursday. John later reported that they arrived in good, shape. 

No one was returning to DIG at the time the TAKSUA cane in and 
John was on leave so I decided to noId them rather than take a chance on 
a shipment to his of "'ice where they light be left anywhere until he re¬ 
turned. They have been in the refrigerator (vegetable tray) since their 
arrival and were "mois fined" several tines. Personally I don't think 
this collection will survive - they look dead or at least nearly so. 


Tiie Pure shipment was very lively when it arrived Tuesday evening 
and is also in the refrigerator (but not frozen). 3oth of these last 
two shipments will be sent with Doug Aackran tonight and I really expect 
tie Kura specimens to survive. I hope the ATF specimens survive but 
like you say, experience has shown tiiat their chances are less. 

he expect additional shiprents from lure and i a nd and aerhaps from 

b A e. 

Personally _'i rather see teem held an extra day and hand carried than 
just shipped to an office. There seems to be a considerable flow of 
people back to Salt Labe. I have talked to Pan An freight people and 
if no one is available from this end they can be sent by Pan Am as live 
animals and have a good chance of survival, if they can be met at the other 
end. 


I was vary interested in hearing about your conversations with Kr. 
Joseph and am awaiting a possible contact from him. It sounds as if he 
-igit be able to really give us some help. I hope that he does return 
to the r useum sc t at :e can see specimens and get more of 


n t * a • 

° Dpxcxins 


C- 
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AIRMAIL 


August 5* 1964- 


Dr. Charles A. Ely 
6139 Pahukula Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821 


Dear Dr. Ely: 

My sincere apologies for the letter I sent yesterday concerning 
the ticks. I had assumed these were from Sand and didn’t know Fred 
Drought some also. After reading your report, which arrived this 
morning, of course I discovered otherwise. I must say you have been 
busy all the time. 

I still have not received a letter from Dick Merrill, and nothing 
at all has come in from Sand concerning this matter. I would like to 
comment on why the CG men on Sand were possibly "uninformed''. As you 
know CG personnel on Sand are replaced periodically (one year tour). 
There has been a complete change-over of men since last year when we 
first started our work on Sand. I think we took for granted that each 
new man sort of found out what we were doing, ait undoubtedly this was 

rot the case and they actually didn’t know what to were trying to do. 

Something along the line of a presentation was hinted at while I was 
there this spring, but I didn't follow through. So maybe it is partly 
ray fault. It might have also helped if you and I had discussed our 
whole operation with Lfc, Thurman while you were down there in early 
June. We can discuss the whole matter during you visit to DC. 

Speaking of your visit, I would be delighted for you to stay at 
my apartment. You would not be inconveniencing me at all. It would 

also give us a chance to discuss all aspects of the report and otter 

matters. We could also have the otter writers over for full discussion. 

Again I would like to apologise for that letter. 


Best regards, 

A. Binion Amerson, Jr, 

Research Curator, Division of Birds 





Dr. Charles A. Ely 


August 5> 196k 


PS. Enclosed you will find a photo of the composite picture I put 
together of Sand. It will be rephotographed shortly to eliminate the 
square edges and the difference in contrasts. 


Blnion /userson 


Enclosure 
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Dr. Charles A. Ely 
6139 Pahukula 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Dear Dr. Ely: 

It is long past time for me to assure you that I have not been 
mummified with the diomedeids but am still alive and producing in 
my nicroniche amidst the ornithological treasure cases at home base. 

I have prepared a series of population graphs for use by the Project 
men in the field or office. It is hoped that the men will nse these 
freely and in time submit their graphed data to rae to translate into 
finished form for publication. To save preparation time for the final 
report, I have, after conferring with our editor, drafted a series of 
blank population graphs suitable for publication. These master graphs 
consist of eight time categories for each of four population sizes. 
-Copies-will be made on paper qualified for drawing and when time comes 
for publication, I will simply ink in the lines and legends necessary. 
These are finished now but I realize many other types of graphs, such 
as those showing nesting success, weather data, etc., will be forth¬ 
coming; however, I believe I will wait for the actual data before 
preparing these. 

Next come maps, plants and birds. Maryanna told me that you had 
expressed interest in having ®e return to Honolulu to finish my work 
there and asked me to write to you suggesting a schedule. I am at 
somewhat of a loss to put forth a fixea schedule, as so much of my 
work depends upon immediate need and upon cooperation with various 
persons and agencies, and these, as you well knew, fluctuate from 
day to day. 

Drawing upon ny experience in Honolulu, I can make a rough time 
estimate for completion of the plant illustrations, but the result 
is not encouraging. Projecting from my production rate there, I have 
deduced that it will take another 6|_ months to complete the remaining 
drawings! This is utterly impossible 7 bankrupting us not only from 
the monetary standpoint but also for time. However, the plants need 
to be finished and I am determined to do them. There must be a way 
to cut down time, perhaps by working some evenings or portraying less 
of the plant; I am certain several means can be found to increase 
production. 

Bird drawings will take much less time each in actual preparation 
because of their simplicity, but I plan to take pains in achieving 
correct proportions (by measuring from skins or from photographs). 
Counting the number of birds included in the preliminary field guide, 

I came up with a total of 127 to be illustrated. Dr. Humphrey said 
that he wished two series of drawings for the guide, one of sitting 
birds and one of birds in flight. Also, some of the flying birds 
ay have to be shown in both dorsal and ventral views. Binion 






suggested that it may be possible for me to visit Midway Island in order 
to sketch birds I would not be able to see on or near Oahu. I don't 
know whether or not this could be done under the terns of ngr contract 
or considering accomodations at the island, but it would be helpful 
to the field guide. Incidentally, while you are here in Washington, 
we should see our editor, Mr. John Lea, regarding format and page size 
for the bird field guide so to avoid preparation of a double set of 
plates for the guide and the final report. 

I somehow feel that the most important and perhaps the most dif¬ 
ficult assignment of ray position will be drafting the base maps. 

Counting all the islets, etc., under general study (not including the 
Marshalls and Gilberts), there seems to be a maximum of 103 to map. 

I am in a most foggy state concerning this phase of my work, for I 
don't know what sort of copy will be available to me and what kind 
of military cooperation I can expect regarding use of specialized 
drafting machinery. Einion is about to start me on a map of Johnston 
Atoll and I am relieved to be at last underway on the mapping work. 

I was glad to hear from Karyanna that it would be best for me to 
come to Honolulu after September 15j this will give me a chance to 
make some start into this mapping work and to see wliat will be in 
store. 

Maryanna has informed me that I will be included in the six-month 
extension of the Project through 1965, but the maps, the plants, the 
birds should be finished by July of 1965 so to leave me free for the 
final report preparation. This, then, allows eleven months for these 
drawings to be completed. 

And all this depends upon the granting of security! I cannot 
examine military maps to use as copy without securityj I cannot return 
to Honolulu without security, and I have not yet received security! 

I have taken all of the necessary steps needed for clearance} now we 
must wait. However, I feel most encouraged that clearance will 
eventually be granted. 

Please say hello to Janice for me. I am looking forward very 
much to your visit to D. C. later this month. 

Sincerely, 





Aug. 6, 1964 


Dear Bills 

Bob Sundell is expected to arrive hare with the Sire data 
this coming Monday, Then I should be able to fiviah the remain- 
in g work necessary on the forthcoming reports. 

While working on population dynamics^ of Boobies I notice d 
indications of breeding of both species in Oct. I don't have 
any record other than Ludwig^s field note#. !! 10-6-63 young 
of all sisea present " and "10-7-63 new eggs in Brown and Blue- 
faced nests". I hope you can locate some information of this an s 
send it to me, as well as any other info on last fall's breeders. 

It has also come to li^it that we need population estimates 
of a a ore exact nature. I ji{> know this will be difficult but 
necessary. The range of estimates should be cut as narrow as 
possible - even daily census counts of many species could be 
mu started. This could be done in most cases in conjunction 
with our other work and therefore not dislocate our prograa too 
much. It Is also Important that we run our activity studies from 
daifli to dunk. 

Guess thats all for now — 

As Always 

jgr 

B. Fleet 
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8/6/64 

Mary anna. 

Enclosed Is the latest from Sand's Henry David Thoreau ( only it's 
not Walden Pond, it's Gerald Pond * Ralph!), Our wastebasket is quite 
full, so instead of emptying it I am sending all further trash to you 
(including progress reports - they told us not to throw any more progress 
reports in the trash cans - they burn worse than beer bottles). 

Would you please ship out the following needs at your earliest 
convenience; 

2 cases No, 950 flashlight batteries 
250 #0 corks 

6 magic markers (black) 
whetstone 

Sand Island maps (those used in progress reports) 

1 0 index tabs for notebooks 
15 cans of instant women (family size) 



Saving for enough airmail stamps to mail 
nyself out of here, 



t 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

5 August 1964 


Dear Maryanna: 

The follovjing is an unofficial letter on official stationary. 

I know this is against Johnson 1 s efficiency program, but I don’t 
really give a damn. 

You girls write the sweetest (smelling) letters. I'm passion¬ 
ately in love with all of you (that doesn't sound too good). I 
can't really decide which flavor lipstick I like best, and I 
suppose I'd better not on the grounds that it might incinerate me. 

As the enclosed KPI release will verify I sleep with your toilet 
paper under my pillow (that doesn't sound too good either). The 
warning in the release may well be ty-se; I'm already planning my 
own welcome home party, whenever it may be. 

The 90 degree temperatures out here are turning me into a 
bronze god again. A few more weeks of working in the Scaevola and 
soft sand and maybe I'll begin to look like one again also. Just 
for kicks I'm growing more fuzz on the upper lip, and this time 
it will stay on for there'll be no wench at the airport to tell me 
to shave it off. 

Everything is normal once again on Kure. I've just finished 
a 12 hour day, watched a wild psychological movie about a guy with 
wife troubles, just what I needed, and had a few beers. Bob left 
on Sunday's plane, and we've had no word as to what has happened 
to Paxil, so I guess we'll be without him for a while. Everyone heee 
is worried about the Vietnam situation. They've cut off all mis¬ 
cellaneous radio traffic here, so we won't have any phone patches 
with Johnston for a while. The 7th fleet is headed for Asia and 
Pearl Harbor has emptied, so it's not just me that's screwed up. 

The progress report, which went out on the same plane with this, 
will bring you up to date on all the wildly scientific things we've 
been doing. The other things we've been doing are better left un¬ 
reported. As soon as I get Dennis adjusted to working a 20 hour 
day I'll consider him broken in. 

I really don't think I can hold my head up much longer, and 
I can't think of any clever things to say at all, so I guess I'll 
stuff all this debris into a few envelopes and call it a day. 


love to you all (whatever that's worth) 


Bill 



4 August 1964 


Ill* ♦ ffinaton Baakb 
Sivlai >n of Birds 
U S. National lluooua 
Bochin.' ;tou, )). C . 2 


Dear Hint 

a short note to let you know how thin/31 are going. 

1 on sure you hay© read, qy a-oviouo ooxi- jponbanco to Haryama. 
It has oooraod ©osier to write to hor and lot her distribute it 
to the proper people. 

Things are going vox*, slow as we had imagined they wmld» 
If that cannon not would only .-arriv© this week wo should bo 
able to band 1CK>»20Q birds a. dry easily, I have a aosaago in 

to ft foul to w S' ft,. If it 

•Bill ooao ovo;e on ] *3 ; 


'POT> 


The ("olden Hover arrived for sure on . uguat 1 


V *•* 

.• in 4*•• 

9 T ik.Jt h-¥\S 


six yesterday with the turaatonos on too killing .rounds. The 


have boon 


turnston© flock now imibers from 1000-2000 birds, 
aaaaed to find that they we appnroi.tly rat:by: 1..sects and not 
aaggots. The /-■oiaid around the cure ssas I 00 I 3 as if it had 
boon plowed from their diggings. 


»! 


Our note have boon rasaotioally destroyed by the hi^i vine 
and Taxes. The other warning the r.oto wore oh >ty except for a 
bird carcass that the foxes had drug from the hooch and put in 
our not for ua. Tltoy aro x-c-v.l helpful. (Twice I lx. vo arrived 
Juert in time to aeo tlio foxes on:trying birds off t t they have 
snitched. T® have telaan to ecrtorninatlon of them in the netting 
areas with sona auooosa. Hoirovor, thoro or© so many of then 
that it is a never ending jrobl'.aa* 

:Jo will be looking forward to hearing what plans you have 
for us in Doptoabor. In view of th© plovoro arriving uIj oady, 

I think that it is alaost ooi’taialy a waste of noncy to (30 to 

> I I *t 1 

in the chain no o than a wodc althosr but it is difficult to toll 
about that not bavin. - boon there. 


To will bo looking forward to socin you In Topic: box 
and in receivin':: our future assi^vuonta 


3in©arciy yaur 3 


# 

Cv-.f.-v4.fi 





AIRMAIL 


August k, 1964 


Dr, Charles A. ELy 
6159 Rahuikula Street 
Honolulu, Emm ti 


Bear Hr. Ely* 

iafc fr te ! to the ticks Will not get sent to 

Jw^JSSn 1 i 1 suppo6 t \ he ®f ff® th « from Sand (Hsryanna 

tSUJSSl. n. 1 concerned. about these because they will not live 

forever without proper attention. I would have been best if they had be-n 

sent as soon as possible as they are Just as important as a live %$*d ship- 
mat, II’ they ceae from Sand, on July ‘SJ, this means a lay-over to Honolulv 
of 10 days. 


¥e had problems earlier (ATF trips) with 
to get them to a lab, Their death was biassed on 
was not the case. !Tbey were kept too long with© 
htaaidity. fills was solved by getting them from 
ship them by air and not have to carry them for 


ticks alive 



oar Kure where 
aboard a 


but this 
re and 
vc could 


I realise that there wre none 
right away but if Bushman wanted 
should have sent someone after t 



4 T±h> 


as bad as he indicated 
They could even BllH 


in Honolulu coming to DC 

earlier, he . 
sent air 


I hope 
you over 
but If the 


that the ticks 
This jsr 
are dead on 


dkaodl 
*11 both 



I'm worrying 


hear about It. 


yours, 


A. Birtioa Axaeraon,. I 

Curator, Division of Birds 






SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 

4 August 1964 


(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museu© 
Division of Birds 
Washington, D. C. 20560 

Dear Maryanna: 


The F3R will arrive here tomorrow on 
Paul 30 will jot you a line. 


it°- 




way to St. 


1 C*1 

X o 


lie had a ooat last Saturday August 1 hut the cannon 
net had not arrived in St, Paul at that time nor had the 
Berlese funnel which was shipped July 22. The 7SR will 
return here on August 6 and we hope that the equipment 
on it as the turnstones are here hy the 1000 f s. In regard 
to shipping from the USHM. It seems that Mr, Hewitt could 
get our equipment out in less than a week from the time you 
rake it to his office. When he did ship the Berlese fun, .cl 

ppe&jffor at rc >n I don 1 t know hy Pan Am. 
They don 1 t even fly across the U\ S nor to Anchorage the 
interchange point. I would suggest to him that all future 
shipments (there probably won f t be anymore) be shipped by 
United Airlines to Seattle and Pacific Northern Airlines 
to Anchorage and of course Peeve to St. Paul, Northwest 
only flys three times a week to Anchorage so that holds up 
equipment by them. 


The 
and rain 


weather 
and fog* 


these past few days has been terrible. Hind 
just down right disagreeable. Our nets have 


just about had 
? fo: the past 


it between the wind and foxes. 1 have had the 
few days so haven*t been feeling to good. 


We will be leaving St. George Island around September 5 


as that is the last boat out before November or so. We will 
be looking forward to hearing about plans after that. The 
Golden Plovers started arriving here on July 31# 


Regards to all. 


Sincerely yours 



Max C. Thompson 
Pribilof Division 
Sme11ow 1 s Army 


l\ i ( r /Z? rytt'i ,-7cl 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 

4 August 1964 


Mr. Winston Banko 
Division of Birds 
U. S. National Museum 
Washington, D. C. 205^0 

Dear Dins 


Just a short note to let you know how things are going, 

I an sure you have read my previous correspondence to Maryanna. 
It has seemed easier to write to her and let her distribute it 
to the proper people. 

Things are going very slow as we had imagined they would. 
If that cannon net would only arrive this week we should be 
able to band 100-200 birds a day easily, I have a message in 
to St- Paul to see if it came in on yesterdays flight. If it 
did it will come over on Friday on the FSR. 


The Golden Plover arrived for sure on August 1. ^ 


Fe saw 

six yesterday with the turnstones on the killing grounds. The 
turnstonc flock now numbers from 1000-2000 birds, Fe have been 
amazed to find that they are apparently eating insects and not 
maggots. The ground around the carcasses looks as if it had 
been plowed from their diggings 


Our nets have been practically destroyed by the high winds 
and foxes. The other morning the nets were empty except for a 
bird carcass that the foxes had drug from the beach and put in 
our net for us. They are real helpful. Twice I have arrived 
just in time to see the foxes carrying birds off t .at they have 
snitched, Fe have taken to extermination of them in the netting 
areas with some success. However, there are so many of them 
that it is a never ending problem. 

We will be looking forward to hearing what plans you have 
for us in September. In view of the plovers arriving already, 

I think that it is almost certainly a waste of money to go to 
St. Lawrence, I don*t think that it would be profitable to stay 
in the chain more than a week either but it is difficult to tell 
about that not having been there. 


We will be looking forward to seeing you in September again 
and in receiving our future assignments 




Sincerely yours 

MtfuoC 

Max C . 'Thoi roson 



.* 


b * •* 1 inceroepcea your message to Bob DeLong over the 

radio this morning. It is good to hear that the net will be 
ux x i ^"I'u bn o, _?o,al tomorrow. Umortunately the departure 
of the FSB has been delayed from St. Paul to here and may 
- L -io ^ bo Ixi un Gil x>a our day ox* Sunday# it is to arr i ve here 
from Seattle tomorrow morning on its way to St, Paul. 


,ri h 


j. .is mornings results were negative for turnstones# 
other killing field which hasn T t had much on It had about 10 
turnstones on It this morning. As sometimes happens hex 1 © the 
weather looks like sunshine. 


me killing of seals will be halted now for 1 week as 
txiey switch irom the male season to the female season All 
killing ceases August 28. 


Began as 


r 


O o 







































































































































August j, 1964 




AIRMAIL 


Dr. Charles A. Ely 
6199 Pahukula Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821 

Dear Dr. Ely: 



I received my third shot in the series last week at Fort Detrick. 

I began the series in Hawaii 27 April aboard the '40, and the doctor 
here requested that a record of the shots received in Hawaii be sent 
-to him. It seems that everyone wants a complete record. In case they 
also want a record out there, I received the third and last shot 
on 28 July. 

t y 

Maryanna wasn't sure if the records could be secured but suggested 
I write you on the matter. 

I hope things can be cleared up without too much trouble. 

Sincerely, 


Robert S. Standen 
Technical Assistant 
Pacific Project 

RSS/ds 



